
 

  
 

The Covenant Renewed at Shechem - Joshua 24:1-33 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. What would you list as the three most significant events in your life?  

2. What benefit do you see in remembering important events from your past?  

3. Why was it necessary for Joshua to remind the Israelites what God had done for them? 

(24:1-14)  

4. What choice did Joshua present before the Israelites? (24:15)  

5. What decision had Joshua made about his own faith? (24:15)  

6. How did the Israelites respond to Joshua’s challenge? (24:16-18)  
7. Why did Joshua say that the people of Israel were not able to serve the Lord? (24:19)  
8. What did Joshua do to help the Israelites remember their promise to the Lord? (24:25)  
9. When is it most helpful for you to be reminded of God’s faithfulness in the past?  
10. What is helpful about setting up a "witness" to our commitment to serve the Lord?  
11. What sort of witness could you establish to remind you of your commitment to the 

Lord?  

Life Application Bible Notes 

24:15 The people had to decide whether they would obey the Lord, who had proven his 
trustworthiness, or obey the local gods, which were only hand-made idols. It's easy to slip into a 
quiet rebellion—going about life in your own way. But the time comes when you have to 
choose who or what will control you. The choice is yours. Will it be God, your own limited 
personality, or another imperfect substitute? Once you have chosen to be controlled by God's 
Spirit, reaffirm your choice everyday. 
24:15 In taking a definite stand for the Lord, Joshua again displayed his spiritual leadership. 
Regardless of what others decided, because Joshua had made a commitment to God, he was 
determined to set an example of living by that decision. The way we live shows others the 
strength of our commitment to serving God. 
24:16-18, 21 All the people boldly claimed that they would never forsake the Lord. But they did 
not keep that promise. Very soon God would charge them with breaking their contract with him 
(Judges 2:2, 3). Talk is cheap. It is easy to say we will follow God, but it is much more important 
to live like it. Yet the nation followed God through Joshua's lifetime, a great tribute to Joshua's 
faith in God and powerful leadership. 
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24:23 Joshua told the Israelites to destroy their foreign gods, or idols. To follow God requires 
destroying whatever gets in the way of worshiping him. We have our own form of idols—greed, 
wrong priorities, jealousies, prejudices—that get in the way of worshiping God. God is not 
satisfied if we merely hide these idols. We must completely remove them from our lives. 
24:24-26 The covenant between Israel and God was that the people would worship and obey 
the Lord alone. Their purpose was to become a holy nation that would influence the rest of the 
world for God. The conquest of Canaan was a means to achieve this purpose, but Israel became 
preoccupied with the land and lost sight of the Lord God. 
The same can happen in our lives. We can spend so much time on the means that we forget the 
end—to glorify God. Churches may make this mistake as well. For example, the congregation 
may pour all of its energies into a new facility, only to become self-satisfied or fearful of letting 
certain groups use it. If this happens, they have focused on the building and lost sight of its 
purpose—to bring others to God. 
24:29-31 The book of Joshua opens with a new leader being handed a seemingly impossible 
task—to lead the nation in taking over the land of Canaan. By following God closely, Joshua led 
the people through military victories and faithful spiritual obedience. In 24:16 we read that the 
people were sure they would never forsake the Lord. The response of the whole nation during 
these many years is a tribute both to Joshua's leadership and to the God he faithfully served. 
24:33 Joshua and Eleazar died, but not before laying before the people the fundamentals of 
what it means to have faith in God. We are to honor and serve the Lord alone (24:14). This is 
based on a choice: to obey him instead of following other gods (24:15). We are incapable, 
however, of properly worshiping him because of our rebellion and sins (24:19). By choosing 
God as Lord, we enter into a covenant with him (24:25) whereby he promises not only to 
forgive and love us, but also to enable us by his Spirit to do his work here on earth. This 
covenant requires us to renounce the principles and practices of the culture around us that are 
hostile to God's plan (24:23). This is not to be done alone, but by binding ourselves together 
with others who have faith in God. (See Deuteronomy 30:15-20 for a similar message from 
Moses.) 
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