
 

 

Joshua's Farewell to the Leaders - Joshua 23:1-16 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. How seriously would you take a dying friend’s last request? Why?  

2. Whom did Joshua credit for Israel’s success in subduing their enemies? (23:3)  

3. What did Joshua say would happen to Israel if they turned away from the Lord? (23:12-

13)  

4. What stipulation was combined with the promise of the Lord’s protection of Israel? 

(23:16)  

5. What specific steps can we take to insure that we carefully obey the commands God has 

given us?  

6. In what way are the promises and stipulations God gave to Israel applicable to our 

relationships?  

7. What step could you take to protect yourself against the temptations to compromise 

with the world?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

23:6-13 Joshua knew the nation's weak spots. Before dying, he called the people together and 
gave commands to help them where they were most likely to slip: (1) Follow all that is written 
in the Book of Instruction without turning aside; (2) don't associate with the pagan nations or 
worship their gods; (3) don't intermarry with the pagan nations. These temptations were right 
in their backyard. Our associations and relationships can be temptations to us as well. It's wise 
to identify our weak spots before we break down. Then we can develop strategies to overcome 
these temptations instead of being overcome by them. 
 
23:8 Joshua was dying, and so he called all the leaders of the nation together to give them his 
final words of encouragement and instruction. His whole message can be summarized in this 
verse: "Cling tightly to the Lord your God." Joshua had been a living example of those words, 
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and he wanted that to be his legacy. For what do you want to be remembered, and what do 
you want to pass on to your children and associates? You can leave them nothing better than 
the admonition to hold on to God and to the memory of a person who did. 
 
23:12-16 This chilling prediction about the consequences of intermarriage with the Canaanite 
nations eventually became a reality. Numerous stories in the book of Judges show what Israel 
had to suffer because of failure to follow God wholeheartedly. God was supremely loving and 
patient with Israel, just as he is today. But we must not confuse his patience with us as approval 
of or indifference to our sin. Beware of demanding your own way because eventually you may 
get it—along with all its painful consequences. 
 
Joshua's Final Speech 
Joshua called all the Israelites to Shechem to hear his final words. He challenged the people to 
make a conscious choice to always serve God. Soon afterward, Joshua died and was buried in 
his hometown of Timnath-serah. 
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