
 

  

 
 

“Refuge” (Joshua 20:1-9) 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. How does it feel when a friend breaks a promise?  

2. Why did the Lord tell the Israelites to designate cities of refuge? From what did the 

cities of refuge offer people protection? (20:3) 

3. Who would go to a city of refuge? (20:3) 

4.  What role did elders play in a city of refuge? (20:4)  

5. How long would a person remain in a city of refuge? (20:6)  

6. What do I tend to run to for refuge (control, comfort, approval or power) and how 
could focusing on God’s goodness, greatness, graciousness or gloriousness help me 
to combat that? 

7. How can I see Christ as my refuge on a daily basis; in what ways can I spend more 
time walking with Jesus? 

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

20:6 A new nation in a new land needed a new government. Many years earlier God had told 
Moses how this government should function. One of the tasks God wanted the Israelites to do 
when they entered the Promised Land was to designate certain cities as "cities of refuge." 
These were to be scattered throughout the land. Their purpose was to prevent injustice, 
especially in cases of revenge. For example, if someone accidentally killed another person, he 
could flee to a city of refuge where he was safe until he could have a fair trial. The Levites were 
in charge of these cities. They were to ensure that God's principles of justice and fairness were 
kept. 
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Bible Knowledge Commentary  

One of the first ordinances after the announcement of the Ten Commandments provided for 
the future establishment of cities of refuge (Ex. 21:12-13). These cities, providing havens for 
unintentional manslayers, are discussed in detail in Numbers 35:6-34 and Deuteronomy 19:1-
14. The present chapter discusses their appointment after the Conquest. The fact that these 
cities are discussed in four books of the Old Testament marks them as being of great 
importance. It is apparent that God wished to impress on Israel the sanctity of human life. To 
put an end to a person's life, even if done unintentionally, is a serious thing, and the cities of 
refuge underscored this emphatically. In the ancient world blood revenge was widely practiced. 
The moment a person was killed, his nearest relative took responsibility for vengeance. This 
ancient rite of vendetta was often handed down from one generation to another so that 
increasingly larger numbers of innocent people died violently. The need in ancient Israel for the 
refuge that these special cities provided is evident. 
 
20:1-3. A clear distinction is made in the Old Testament between premeditated murder and 
accidental manslaughter (cf. Num. 35:9-15 with Num. 35:16-21). In the case of murder the 
nearest kinsman became the avenger of blood, killing the guilty party. But if a person killed 
another accidentally he was provided a place of asylum in one of six cities of refuge. However, 
he had to hurry to the nearest shelter without delay. According to Jewish tradition the roads 
leading to these cities were kept in excellent condition and the crossroads were well marked 
with signposts reading, "Refuge! Refuge!" Runners were also stationed along the way to guide 
the fugitives. 
 
Israel's benefit of sanctuary reminds believers of Psalm 46:1, "God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever present help in trouble," and of Romans 8:1, "Therefore, there is now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus." The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews may have had the 
Old Testament cities of refuge in mind when he wrote that believers may have great 
encouragement because they "have fled to take hold of the hope offered to" them (Heb. 6:18). 
The cities of refuge, then, seem to typify Christ to whom sinners, pursued by the avenging Law 
which decrees judgment and death, may flee for refuge. Paul's frequent expression "in Christ" 
speaks of the safety and security possessed by every believer. 
 
 
 Joshua Study Guide questions and notes are from            

      

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ex+21%3A12-13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+35%3A6-34
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+19%3A1-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Dt+19%3A1-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Jos+20%3A1-3
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+35%3A9-15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Nu+35%3A16-21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+46%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ro+8%3A1
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+6%3A18

