
 

  
 

 

The Sun Stands Still - Joshua 10:1-15 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. What is the most exciting answer to prayer you have ever seen or heard about?  

2. What three miracles did the Lord perform to ensure the Israelites’ defeat of the 
Amorites? (10:9-13)  

3. How did God answer Joshua’s unusual request? (10:13)  
4. According to the writer of this passage, what did the delay of the sun and moon 

demonstrate? (10:14)  
5. How can we cultivate and increase our faith in God?  
6. What does this story tell us about God’s nature?  
7. What specific step do you think you could take this week to increase your faith in God?  

 
Life Application Bible Notes 

10:5-8 This alliance of enemy kings from the south actually helped Joshua and his army. 
Because the enemies had united to attack Gibeon, Joshua didn't have to spend the time and 
resources required to wage separate campaigns against each fortified city represented in the 
coalition. Joshua confidently confronted this coalition of armies and defeated them in a single 
battle because he trusted God to give Israel the victory. 
 
The Battle for Gibeon 
Five Amorite kings conspired to destroy Gibeon. Israel came to the aid of the Gibeonites. The 
Israelites attacked the enemy armies outside of Gibeon and chased them through the valley of 
Aijalon as far as Makkedah and Azekah. 
 
10:6, 7 Joshua's response shows his integrity. After having been deceived by the Gibeonites, 
Joshua and the leaders could have been slow about their attempt to rescue them. Instead, they 
immediately responded to their call for help. How willing would you be to help someone who 
had deceived you, even though you had forgiven him or her? We should take our word just as 
seriously as Joshua did. 

Week Seven: Joshua 10:1-15 

“Audacious” 
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10:12-14 How did the sun stand still? Of course, in relation to the earth the sun always stands 
still—it is the earth that travels around the sun. But the terminology used in Joshua should not 
cause us to doubt the miracle. After all, we are not confused when someone tells us the sun 
rises or sets. The point is that the day was prolonged, not that God used a particular method to 
prolong it. Two explanations have been given for how this event occurred: (1) A slowing of the 
earth's normal rotation gave Joshua more time, as the original Hebrew language seems to 
indicate. (2) Some unusual refraction of the sun's rays gave additional hours of light. Regardless 
of God's chosen method, the Bible is clear that the day was prolonged by a miracle, and that 
God's intervention turned the tide of battle for his people. 
 
10:13 The Book of Jashar (also mentioned in 2 Samuel 1:18) was probably a collection of 
historical events put to music. Many parts of the Bible contain quotations from previous books, 
songs, poems, or other spoken and written materials. Because God guided the writer of this 
book to select this material, his message comes with divine authority. 
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