
 

  
 

Towns for the Levites - Joshua 21:1-45 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. How important is it to you that a friend be trustworthy? Why? 

2. Why did the family heads of the Levites approach Eleazar, Joshua, and the heads of the 

other Israelite tribes? (21:2)  

3. How did the Israelites respond to the request of the Levites? (21:3)  

4. Why did each of the Israelite tribes give up some of their land to the Levites? (21:8)  

5. What specific promise did the Lord fulfill to Israel? (21:43)  

6. What was life like for the Israelites after they conquered the land the Lord had promised 

them? (21:44)  

7. Which promises of God are most important to me in this season of my life? 
8. What is keeping me from living out God’s purposes for me?  
9. How can the promise of the gospel give me confidence and patience to wait on the 

Lord? 
10. Who in my life needs the encouragement of God’s promises?  

 
Life Application Bible Notes 

21:2 The Levites were to minister on behalf of all the people, so they were given cities scattered 
throughout the land. Although Jerusalem was far away from the homes of many Israelites, 
almost no one lived more than a day's journey from a Levitical city. 
 
21:41-42. At the time of the assignment many of the Levites' towns were under Canaanite 
control and had to be conquered. Apparently the Levites did not always succeed and the other 
tribes did not offer to help. This would appear to be the simplest explanation for the lack of 
complete correlation between the list of Levitical cities here and the list in 1 Chronicles 6:54-81.  
The potential for good in the dispersion of Levites among the other tribes was almost unlimited. 
Moses, in his final blessing of the tribes, said of Levi, "He teaches Your precepts to Jacob and 
Your Law to Israel" (Deut. 33:10). The solemn responsibility and high privilege of the Levites 
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was to instruct Israel in the Law of the Lord, to maintain the knowledge of His Word among the 
people. Especially in the north and east the Levites ought to have been barriers against the 
idolatry of Tyre and Sidon, as well as against the heathen practices of the desert tribes. 
Someone has estimated that no one in Israel lived more than 10 miles from 1 of the 48 Levite 
towns. Thus every Israelite had nearby a man well-versed in the Law of Moses who could give 
advice and counsel on the many problems of religious, family, and political life. And it was 
essential that Israel obey the Word of God in all areas of life because without this their 
prosperity would cease and their privileges would be forfeited. But the final word is a sad one. 
The Levites did not live up to their potential; they did not fulfill their mission. If they had, 
idolatry and its corrupting influence might never have spread over the land of Israel. 
 
21:43-45 God proved faithful in fulfilling every promise he had given to Israel. Fulfillment of 
some promises took several years, but "not a single one of all the good promises the Lord had 
given to the family of Israel was left unfulfilled." God's promises will be fulfilled according to his 
timetable, not ours, but we know that his word is sure. The more we learn of those promises 
God has fulfilled and continues to fulfill, the easier it is to hope for those yet to come. 
Sometimes we become impatient, wanting God to act in a certain way now. Instead, we should 
faithfully do what we know he wants us to do and trust him for the future. 
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