
  
 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. What assurance did Joshua give the Israelites that they could "take possession of the 

land"? (1:11)  

2. Why were certain tribes given special instructions by Joshua? (1:12-15)  

3. How long were the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh instructed 

to help the other tribes of Israel? (1:15)  

4. How did the Israelite leaders respond to Joshua’s instruction? (1:16)  

5. What did the leaders of Israel say to encourage Joshua in his new role? (1:17-18)  

6. How did the Israelites’ relationship with Moses affect Joshua’s effectiveness as a leader? 

(1:17)  

7. What would happen to a person who disobeyed Joshua, according to the Israelite 

leaders? (1:18)  

8. What causes you to feel discouraged or inadequate?  

9. What does this passage teach you about how to deal with negative emotions, such as 

fear, self-doubt, and discouragement?  

10. Why do you think God reminded Joshua of the relationship the Lord had with Moses?  

 

Going deeper: More questions for discussion and reflection: 
 

1. What is my gifting, and am I using it to unify the church?  

2. Am I an encouragement to my brothers and sisters? 

3. Do I prayerfully look for ways to encourage those around me?  

4. Have I entered the rest that God offers me through Jesus? If not, what’s stopping 

me? 

 

Week Two: Joshua 1:10-18 

“All In This Together” 
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Life Application Bible Notes 

1:12-15 During the previous year, the tribes of Reuben and Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
had asked Moses if they could settle just east of the Promised Land. The area was excellent 
pastureland for their large flocks. Moses agreed to give them the land on one condition—that 
they help their fellow tribes enter and conquer the Promised Land. Only after the land was 
conquered could they return to their homes. Now it was time for these three tribes to live up to 
their agreement. 
 

Take the Land 

God's Plan for the Promised Land 

Genesis 12:1-3  God promised to bless Abraham and make his descendants into a great nation 

Genesis 15:16  

God would choose the right time for Israel to enter Canaan, because the nations living there 
then would be wicked and ripe for judgment (their sin would run its course) 

Genesis 17:7, 8  God promised to give all the land of Canaan to Abraham's descendants 

Exodus 33:1-3  God promised to help the Israelites drive out all the evil nations from Canaan 

Deuteronomy 4:5-8  

The Israelites were to be an example of right living to the whole world; this would not work if 
they intermingled with the wicked Canaanites 

Deuteronomy 7:1-5  

The Israelites were to utterly wipe out the Canaanites because of their wickedness and 
because of Israel's call to purity 

Deuteronomy 12:2  

The Israelites were to completely destroy the Canaanite altars so nothing would tempt them 
away from worshiping God alone 

  

God told Joshua to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land (also called Canaan) and conquer 
it. This was not an act of imperialism or aggression but an act of judgment. Here are some of 
the earlier passages in the Bible where God promised to give this land to the Israelites and the 
reasons for doing so. 

1:13 God was giving the people rest. This was wonderful news to these people who had been 
on the move for their entire lives. The people who had no land would be given a land of their 
own, and they would be able to settle and to "rest." 
1:16 If everyone had tried to conquer the Promised Land his own way, chaos would have 
resulted. In order to complete the enormous task of conquering the land, everyone had to 
agree to the leader's plan and be willing to support and obey him. If we are going to complete 
the tasks God has given us, we must fully agree to his plan, pledge ourselves to obey it, and put 
his principles into action. Agreeing to God's plan means both knowing what the plan is (as 
found in the Bible) and carrying it out daily. 
1:18 When God commissioned Joshua, he was told three times to be strong and courageous 
(see 1:6, 7, 9). Here, Joshua was given the same kind of encouragement from the people. 
Apparently, he took God's message to heart and found the strength and courage he needed in 
his relationship with God. The next time you are afraid to do what you know is right, remember 
that strength and courage are readily available from God. 
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