
  

Paul Sails for Rome - Acts 27:1-12 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. What stops would you want to make on a Mediterranean cruise?  

2. Why did Paul have the opportunity to offer advice? (27:9-10)  

3. How were Paul’s warnings ignored? (27:11)  

4. Why did the crew decide to sail on? (27:12)  

5. How do you feel when your wise counsel is bypassed?  

6. What can a person do to make his or her counsel likely to be heard?  

7. To whom should you offer sound advice this week? When?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

27:1, 2 Use of the pronoun we indicates that Luke accompanied Paul on this journey. 
Aristarchus is the man who had been dragged into the theater at the beginning of the riot in 
Ephesus (19:29; 20:4; Philemon 1:24). 
27:1-3 Julius, a Roman army officer, was assigned to guard Paul. Obviously he had to remain 
close to Paul at all times. Through this contact, Julius developed a respect for Paul. He gave Paul 
a certain amount of freedom (27:3) and later spared his life (27:43). How would your character 
look, up close and personal? 
27:9 Ships in ancient times had no compasses, so they navigated by the stars. Overcast weather 
made sailing almost impossible and very dangerous. Sailing was doubtful in September and 
impossible by November. This event occurred in October (A.D. 59). 
27:12 Although this was not the best time to sail, the ship's captain and the owner of the ship 
didn't want to spend the winter in Lasea, or Fair Havens, so the officer took a chance. At first 
the winds and weather were favorable, but then the deadly storm arose. 
 
The Storm - Acts 27:13-26  
 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 
1. If a severe storm was approaching your area, what might you do to get ready for it?  
2. How was the ship forced away from safety? (27:14-15)  
3. What did the Northeaster do to the ship? (27:15)  
4. What efforts did the men on board make to battle the storm? (27:16-19)  

“Stormy Seas and Shipwreck” 

Acts 27:1-28:10 
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5. Once they lost control of the ship and their situation, how do you think the men on 
board felt?  

6. What do you do when circumstances get beyond your control?  
7. How can you remember—each day this week—to trust in God’s sovereign control of 

your life?  
 
Life Application Bible Notes 
 
27:17 Binding ropes around the hull of the ship meant passing ropes under the ship to hold it 
together. Syrtis was on the northern coast of Africa. 
27:21 Why would Paul talk to the crew this way? Paul was not taunting them with an "I told you 
so" but was reminding them that, with God's guidance, he had predicted this very problem 
(27:10). In the future, they listened to him (27:30-32), and their lives were spared because of it. 

The Shipwreck - Acts 27:27-44 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. What are some responsibilities that adults often try to escape?  

2. Who tried to escape? (27:30)  

3. How did Paul thwart the sailors’ plan to escape? (27:31-32)  

4. Why did the centurion save the lives of the prisoners? (27:42-43)  

5. Why did the sailors try to jump ship?  

6. How can we know when to get out of a bad situation and when to face it?  

7. What do you need to request from God to endure the rough passages of life?  

 
Life Application Bible Notes 
 
27:27 The Sea of Adria referred to the central part of the Mediterranean Sea between Italy, 
Crete, and the northern coast of Africa. 
27:28 These weighted lines had marks on them so that when the weight hit the bottom, the 
sailors could tell the depth of the water from the marks on the line. 
27:29 In the middle of a midnight squall, the passengers and crew (led by Paul) did all they 
could possibly do—they dropped some anchors to try to stop the runaway ship. Then they 
prayed. Of course, Paul alone was praying to the one God who could do anything about their 
situation. This is a good reminder for us. We must never rely solely on our own wisdom or skills. 
But it is equally wrong to sit and do nothing when there are still actions we can take to 
overcome certain problems. Do all that you can to fix the problem. Then trust God to do his 
part. 
27:42, 43 The soldiers would pay with their own lives if any of their prisoners escaped. Their 
instinctive reaction was to kill the prisoners so they wouldn't get away. Julius, the officer, was 
impressed with Paul and wanted to save his life. Julius was the highest ranking official; 
therefore, he could make this decision. This act preserved Paul for his later ministry in Rome 
and fulfilled Paul's prediction that all the people on the ship would be saved (27:22). 
Chart: Paul's Journey to Rome 
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One of Paul's most important journeys was to Rome, but he didn't get there the way he 
expected. It turned out to be more of a legal journey than a missionary journey. Through a 
series of legal trials and transactions, Paul was delivered to Rome, where his presentation of 
the gospel would even penetrate the walls of the emperor's palace. Sometimes when our plans 
don't work out as we want them to, they work out even better than we expected. 

Ashore on Malta - Acts 28:1-10 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. If you moved to a new neighborhood, how would you want the neighbors to welcome 

you? 

2. How did Paul help Publius’s father? (28:8)  

3. What happened when word of a healing spread? (28:9)  

4. What was the effect of what Paul did for Publius’s father? (28:10)  

5. What was the nature of Paul’s ministry on the island?  

6. What effect did Paul’s acts of service have on the islanders?  

7. What act of service or help can you do for people in your neighborhood this week?  

 
Life Application Bible Notes 
 
28:1, 2 The island of Malta is 60 miles south of Sicily. It had excellent harbors and was ideally 
located for trade. The islanders on Malta were of Phoenician ancestry. 
28:3 God had promised safe passage to Paul (27:23-25), and he would let nothing stop his 
servant. The poisonous snake that bit Paul was unable to harm him. Our life is in God's hands, 
to continue on or to come to an end in his good timing. God still had work for Paul to do. 
28:6 These people were very superstitious and believed in many gods. When they saw that Paul 
was unhurt by the poisonous snake, they thought he was a god. A similar assessment is 
reported in 14:11-18. 
28:7, 8 Paul continued to minister to others, even as a shipwrecked prisoner. On this trip alone, 
the Roman army officer, the chief official of Malta, and many others were affected. It is no 
wonder that the Good News spread like wildfire. 
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