
  
 

The Trial Before Festus - Acts 25:1-12 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. When was the last time someone did a favor for you? What was it?  

2. What did the Jewish leaders want? (25:2)  

3. Why did the leaders want Paul transferred from Caesarea to Jerusalem? (25:3)  

4. How did Festus reply to the request to transfer Paul? (25:4-5)  

5. Why was opposition to Paul by the Jewish leaders still strong, even though Paul had 

been under house arrest for two years?  

6. In what way did Paul’s enemies try to manipulate circumstances to serve their own 

ends?  

7. What person or situation can you place in God’s hands this week as a discipline against 

turning events to your own ends?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

25:1-9 Although two years had passed, the Jewish leaders still were looking for a way to kill 
Paul. They told Festus about Paul and tried to convince him to hold the trial in Jerusalem (so 
they could prepare an ambush). But God and Paul thwarted their schemes again. 
25:10, 11 Paul knew that he was innocent of the charges against him and could appeal to 
Caesar's judgment. He knew his rights as a Roman citizen and as an innocent person. Paul had 
met his responsibilities as a Roman, and so he had the opportunity to claim Rome's protection. 
Every Roman citizen had the right to appeal to Caesar. This didn't mean that Caesar himself 
would hear the case but that the citizen's case would be tried by the highest courts in the 
empire. Festus saw Paul's appeal as a way to send him out of the country and thus pacify the 
Jews. Paul wanted to go to Rome to preach the Good News (Romans 1:10), and he knew that 
his appeal would give him the opportunity. To go to Rome as a prisoner was better than not to 
go there at all. 
 
 

“Paul and Politics” 

Acts 25:1-27 
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Festus Consults King Agrippa – Acts 25:13-27 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. When you don’t feel up to a job you’ve been asked to do, what do you often feel inside?  

2. What motivated Festus to bring up Paul’s case to King Agrippa? (25:14-21)  

3. In reviewing the case with Agrippa, what did Festus say was the main charge against 

Paul? (25:17-19)  

4. How did Agrippa respond to the governor’s story? (25:22)  

5. In what way did Paul’s arrest help him spread the news about Christ?  

6. Why might God allow us to suffer for no apparent reason?  

7. In what difficult situation do you want to remember that God is sovereignly in control?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

25:13 This was Herod Agrippa II, son of Herod Agrippa I and a descendant of Herod the Great. 
He had power over the Temple, controlled the Temple treasury, and could appoint and remove 
the high priest. Bernice was the sister of Herod Agrippa II. She had married her uncle, Herod 
Chalcis, had become mistress to her brother Agrippa II, and then had become mistress to the 
emperor Vespasian's son, Titus. Here Agrippa and Bernice were making an official visit to 
Festus. Agrippa, of Jewish descent, could help clarify Paul's case for the Roman governor. 
Agrippa and Festus were anxious to cooperate in governing their neighboring territories. 
25:19 Even though Festus knew little about Christianity, he somehow sensed that the 
Resurrection was central to Christian belief. 
25:23ff Paul was in prison, but that didn't stop him from making the most of his situation. 
Military officers and prominent city leaders met in the auditorium with Agrippa to hear this 
case. Paul saw this new audience as yet another opportunity to present the Good News. Rather 
than complain about your present situation, look for ways to use every opportunity to serve 
God and share him with others. Your problems may be opportunities in disguise. 
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