
  
 

On to Jerusalem - Acts 21:1-16 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. What fears or misgivings can you hand over to the Holy Spirit?  

2. When was a time you rejected the advice or counsel of virtually everyone who cared about you?  

3. At Tyre, what did the Christians advise Paul to do? (21:4)  

4. Why did Paul ignore the believers’ warning? (21:5-6)  

5. What did Paul say to the Christians at Caesarea? (21:13-14)  

6. How do you think Paul felt about going to Jerusalem?  

7. Why did Paul ignore all the warnings against going to Jerusalem?  

8. What decision do you stand by even though some others don’t approve of your choice?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

21:4 Did Paul disobey the Holy Spirit by going to Jerusalem? No. More likely, the Holy Spirit warned 
these believers about the suffering that Paul would face in Jerusalem. They drew the conclusion that he 
should not go there because of that danger. This is supported by 21:10-12, where the local believers, 
after hearing that Paul would be turned over to the Romans, begged him to turn back. 
21:8 This is the Philip mentioned in 6:5 and 8:26-40. 
21:9 Obviously the gift of prophecy was given to both men and women. Women actively participated in 
God's work (2:17; Philippians 4:3). Other women who prophesied include Miriam (Exodus 15:20), 
Deborah (Judges 4:4), Huldah (2 Kings 22:14), Isaiah's wife (Isaiah 8:3), and Anna (Luke 2:36-38). 
21:10 Fifteen years earlier, Agabus had predicted the famine in Jerusalem (11:27-29). 
21:13, 14 Paul knew he would be imprisoned in Jerusalem. Although his friends pleaded with him to not 
go there, he knew that he had to because God wanted him to. No one enjoys pain, but a faithful disciple 
wants above all else to please God. Our desire to please God should overshadow our desire to avoid 
hardship and suffering. When we really want to do God's will, we must accept all that comes with it—
even the pain. Then we can say with Paul's companions, "The Lord's will be done." 

Paul's Arrival at Jerusalem - Acts 21:17-26 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. What are some ways your life-style or way of life is different from that of your parents?  

2. What did Paul report? To whom? (21:18-19)  

3. What concern did the church leaders voice? (21:20)  

4. What did the leaders of the church suggest that Paul do? Why? (21:22-24)  

5. What is the difference between compromising God’s will and doing something in order to avoid 

offending someone?  
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6. How can we decide when we should stand up for our beliefs and when we should give in for the 

sake of others?  

7. In what situations will you need to adjust your behavior for the sake of others? How?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

21:18 James, Jesus' brother, was the leader of the Jerusalem church (15:13-21; Galatians 1:19; 2:9). 
21:21 The Jerusalem council (Acts 15) had settled the issue of circumcision for Gentile believers. 
Evidently a rumor said that Paul had gone far beyond their decision, even forbidding Jews to circumcise 
their children. This, of course, was not true, so Paul willingly submitted to Jewish custom to show that 
he was not working against the council's decision and that he was still Jewish in his lifestyle. Sometimes 
we must go the second mile to avoid offending others, especially when doing so would hinder God's 
work. 
21:23, 24 Because Paul was going to participate with the four men in the vow (apparently he had been 
asked to pay for some of the required expenses), he would need to take part in the purification 
ceremony for entering the Temple (Numbers 6:9-20). Paul submitted himself to this Jewish custom to 
keep peace in the Jerusalem church. Although Paul was a man of strong convictions, he was willing to 
compromise on nonessential points, becoming all things to all people so that he might save some (1 
Corinthians 9:19-23). Often churches split over disagreements about minor issues or traditions. Like 
Paul, we should remain firm on Christian essentials but flexible on nonessentials. Of course, no one 
should violate his or her true convictions, but sometimes we need to honor Christ by mutual submission 
for the sake of the Good News. 
21:23, 24 The Jewish laws can be thought of in two ways. Paul rejected one way and accepted the other. 
(1) Paul rejected the idea that the Old Testament laws bring salvation to those who keep them. Salvation 
is freely given by God's gracious act. We receive salvation through faith. The laws are of no value for 
salvation except to show us our sin. (2) Paul accepted the view that the Old Testament laws prepare for 
and teach about the coming of Jesus Christ. Christ fulfilled the law and released us from its burden of 
guilt. But the law still teaches many valuable principles and provides guidelines for grateful living. Paul 
was not observing the laws in order to be saved. He was simply keeping the laws as custom to avoid 
offending those he wished to reach with the Good News (see Romans 3:21-31; 7:4-6; 13:9, 10). For more 
on the law, see Galatians 3:23-29; 4:21-31, and the chart in Galatians 3, p. 1989. 
 

Paul Arrested - Acts 21:27-36 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. How does it make you feel when someone is treated unfairly?  

2. Who stirred up the crowd and seized Paul? Why? (21:27-29)  

3. Why were the temple gates shut? (21:30-31)  

4. How did the commander and his soldiers save Paul’s life? (21:32)  

5. Why were the Jews from Asia so angry at Paul?  

6. What groups are particularly anti-Christian today?  

7. What "false reports" about Christianity can you help dispel? How?  

 
Life Application Bible Notes 

21:31 Because Jerusalem was under Roman control, an uproar in the city would be investigated by 
Roman authorities. The commander of the troops at this time was Claudius Lysias (23:26). He was head 
of a regiment (a special group, part of a legion) of Roman soldiers and was the senior Roman official in 
Jerusalem. 
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Paul Speaks to the Crowd - Acts 21:37-22:21 
 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. What do you have in common with a friend, a coworker, or a neighbor?  

2. What did Paul ask as he was about to be taken away? (21:37)  

3. What language did the apostle use in speaking to the crowd? (21:40)  

4. How did Paul address his audience? (22:1)  

5. How did Paul show respect to his audience?  

6. Why is it important to be kind toward and respectful of others?  

7. What words, gestures, or practices can you use to show respect in how you speak to others?  

 
Life Application Bible Notes 

21:37, 38 By speaking in Greek, Paul showed that he was a cultured, educated man and not just a 
common rebel starting riots in the streets. The language grabbed the commander's attention and gave 
Paul protection and the opportunity to give his defense. 
21:38 The historian Josephus wrote of an Egyptian who had led a revolt of 4,000 people in Jerusalem in 
A.D. 54 and then had disappeared. The commander assumed that Paul was this rebel. 
21:40-22:2 Paul was speaking in Aramaic, the common language among Palestinian Jews. He used 
Aramaic not only to communicate in the language of his listeners but also to show that he was a devout 
Jew and had respect for the Jewish laws and customs. Paul spoke Greek to the Roman officials and 
Aramaic to the Jews. 
Chapter 22 
22:3 Gamaliel was the most honored rabbi of the first century. He was well known and respected as an 
expert on religious law and as a voice for moderation (5:34). Paul was showing his credentials as a well-
educated man trained under the most respected Jewish rabbi. 
22:3, 4 By saying that at one time he was as zealous for God as any of his listeners, Paul was 
acknowledging their sincere motives behind their desire to kill him, pointing out that he had done the 
same to Christian leaders a few years earlier. Paul always tried to establish common ground with his 
audience before launching into a full-scale defense of Christianity. When you witness for Christ, first 
identify yourself with your audience. They will be much more likely to listen if they feel a common bond 
with you. 
22:6ff After gaining a hearing and establishing common ground with his audience, Paul gave his 
testimony. He shared how he had come to faith in Christ. Sound reasoning is good, but it is also 
important to simply share what Christ has done in our lives. No matter how we present the message, 
however, not everyone will accept it, as Paul knew. We must faithfully and responsibly present the Good 
News and leave the results to God. 
22:21, 22 These people listened intently to Paul, but the word Gentiles brought out all their anger and 
exposed their pride. They were supposed to be a light to the Gentiles, telling them about the one true 
God. But they had renounced that mission by becoming separatist and exclusive. God's plan, however, 
would not be thwarted; the Gentiles were hearing the Good News through Jewish Christians, such as 
Paul and Peter. 
  

Paul the Roman Citizen - Acts 22:22-29 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. How do you tend to react under pressure?  

2. How did Paul anger the crowd? (22:22)  

3. How did the mob express their intense anger? (22:23)  
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4. Why did the commander order that Paul be taken away and beaten? (22:24)  

5. What was wrong with the Jewish unwillingness to lead Gentiles to God?  

6. What people do we tend to exclude from the message of God’s grace?  

7. For whose salvation will you pray each day this week?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

22:21, 22 These people listened intently to Paul, but the word Gentiles brought out all their anger and 
exposed their pride. They were supposed to be a light to the Gentiles, telling them about the one true 
God. But they had renounced that mission by becoming separatist and exclusive. God's plan, however, 
would not be thwarted; the Gentiles were hearing the Good News through Jewish Christians, such as 
Paul and Peter. 
22:25-28 Paul's question stopped the officer because by law a Roman citizen could not be punished until 
he had been proven guilty of a crime. Paul had been born a Roman citizen, whereas the commander had 
purchased his citizenship. Buying citizenship was a common practice and a good source of income for 
the Roman government. Bought citizenship was considered inferior to citizenship by birth. 
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