
  
 

Peter's Miraculous Escape From Prison - Acts 12:1-19 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. What is one dream you remember as having been very vivid?  

2. What did the king plan to do with Peter after the Passover? Why? (12:3-4)  

3. What happened on the night before Peter’s trial? (12:6-11)  

4. When did Peter know that what he had experienced was real? (12:11)  

5. How do you tend to react in trying circumstances?  

6. What can we learn from the way Peter handled his situation?  

7. What do you want to remember the next time you suffer for your faith?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

 
12:1 King Herod Agrippa I was the son of Aristobulus and grandson of Herod the Great. His sister was 
Herodias, who had been responsible for the death of John the Baptist (see Mark 6:17-28). Herod Agrippa 
I was part Jewish. The Romans had appointed him to rule over most of Palestine, including the 
territories of Galilee, Perea, Judea, and Samaria. He persecuted the Christians in order to please the 
Jewish leaders who opposed them, hoping that would solidify his position. Agrippa I died suddenly in 
A.D. 44 (see 12:20-23). His death was also recorded by the historian Josephus. 
12:2 James and John were two of Jesus' original 12 disciples. They had asked Jesus for special 
recognition in his Kingdom (Mark 10:35-40). Jesus had said that to be a part of his Kingdom would mean 
suffering with him (drink from the same cup—Mark 10:38, 39). James and John did indeed suffer—
Herod executed James, and later John was exiled (see Revelation 1:9). 
12:2-11 Why did God allow James to die and yet miraculously save Peter? Life is full of difficult questions 
like this. Why is one child physically disabled and another child athletically gifted? Why do people die 
before realizing their potential? Questions like these we cannot possibly answer in this life because we 
do not see all that God sees. He has chosen to allow evil in this world for a time. But we can trust God's 
leading because he has promised to destroy all evil eventually. In the meantime, we know that God will 
help us use our suffering to strengthen us and glorify him. For more on this question, see the notes on 
Job 1:1ff; 2:10; 3:23-26. 
12:3-5 Herod had Peter arrested during the Passover celebration. This was a strategic move, since more 
Jews were in the city than usual, and Herod could impress the most people. Herod's plan undoubtedly 
was to execute Peter, but the believers were praying for Peter's safety. The earnest prayer of the church 
significantly affected the outcome of these events. Prayer changes things, so pray often and with 
confidence. 
12:7 God sent an angel to rescue Peter. Angels are God's messengers. They are divinely created beings 
with supernatural power, and they sometimes take on human appearance in order to talk to people. 
Angels should not be worshiped because they are not divine. They are God's servants, just as we are. 
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12:12 John Mark wrote the Gospel of Mark. His mother's house was large enough to accommodate a 
meeting of many believers. An upstairs room in this house may have been the location of Jesus' Last 
Supper with his disciples (Luke 22:8ff). 
12:13-15 The prayers of the group of believers were answered, even as they prayed. But when the 
answer arrived at the door, they didn't believe it. We should be people of faith who believe that God 
answers the prayers of those who seek his will. When you pray, believe you'll get an answer. And when 
the answer comes, don't be surprised; be thankful! 
12:17 This James was Jesus' brother, who became a leader in the Jerusalem church (15:13; Galatians 
1:19). The James who was killed (12:2) was John's brother and one of the original 12 disciples. 
12:19 Under Roman law, guards who allowed a prisoner to escape were subject to the same punishment 
the prisoner was to receive. Thus, these 16 guards were sentenced to death. 
12:19 The Jews considered Jerusalem their capital, but the Romans made Caesarea their headquarters 
in Palestine. That is where Herod Agrippa I lived. 

 

Herod's Death - Acts 12:20-25 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. If you were a celebrity, what would you like most and least about your status?  

2. On the day of the public assembly, what did Herod do? (12:21)  

3. What did the people say to honor Herod? (12:22)  

4. How did God judge Herod? (12:23)  

5. How does the example of Herod serve as a warning to us today?  

6. How can we guard against pride and conceit?  

7. What can you do today as a discipline of humility?  

 
Life Application Bible Notes 

12:20 These coastal cities, Tyre and Sidon, were free and self-governing but economically dependent on 
Judea (see the map in the introduction to Acts for their location). We don't know why Herod had 
quarreled with them, but now representatives from those cities were trying to appease him through his 
personal assistant. 
12:23 Herod died a horrible death accompanied by intense pain; he was literally eaten alive, from the 
inside out, by worms. Pride is a serious sin, and in this case, God chose to punish it immediately. God 
does not immediately punish all sin, but he will judge everyone (Hebrews 9:27). Accept Christ's offer of 
forgiveness today. No one can afford to wait. 
12:25 John Mark was Barnabas's cousin (Colossians 4:10). His mother, Mary, often would open her 
home to the apostles (12:12), so John Mark would have been exposed to most of the great men and 
teachings of the early church. Later, John Mark joined Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary 
journey, but for unknown reasons, he left them in the middle of the trip. John Mark was criticized by 
Paul for abandoning the mission (15:37-39), but he wrote the Gospel of Mark and was later acclaimed by 
Paul as a vital help in the growth of the early church (2 Timothy 4:11). 
 

 

 

 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Lk+22%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A13-15
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A17
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+15%3A13
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+1%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Gal+1%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A20-25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+9%3A27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Col+4%3A10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+12%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ac+15%3A37-39
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+4%3A11


Barnabas and Saul Sent Off - Acts 13:1-3 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. What send-off or farewell stands out in your memory?  

2. Who made up the leadership of the church at Antioch? (13:1)  

3. What were Barnabas and Saul called to do? (13:2)  

4. Why did the church leaders lay hands on Barnabas and Saul? (13:3)  

5. Why should churches pray over and lay hands on missionaries and other ministers? 

6. When should church leaders lay hands on members of the congregation?  

7. What time can you commit to prayer each day for the staff of your church?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

13:1 What variety there is in the church! The common thread among these five men was their deep faith 
in Christ. We must never exclude anyone whom Christ has called to follow him. Like the early church, if 
believers today do their part to reach out to all who are lost, church congregations will eventually be 
comprised of people from different racial and cultural backgrounds. When this happens, we most often 
see our propensity to label and categorize. We are most comfortable with those who are just like us. 
Clearly, at the root of these tendencies is the ugly sin of prejudice. The more we understand the gospel 
and embrace God's version of the body of Christ, however, the more we will begin to transcend these 
differences. More than merely getting along, we will be able to honestly and authentically say from our 
hearts that we love each other. 
13:2, 3 The church dedicated Barnabas and Saul to the work God had for them. To dedicate means "to 
set apart" for a special purpose. We, too, should dedicate our pastors, missionaries, and Christian 
workers for their tasks. We can also dedicate ourselves to use our time, money, and talents for God's 
work. Ask God what he wants you to set apart for him. 
13:2, 3 This was the beginning of Saul's (Paul, see 13:9) first missionary journey. The church was 
involved in sending Paul and Barnabas, but it was God's plan. Why did Paul and Barnabas go where they 
did? (1) The Holy Spirit led them. (2) They followed the communication routes of the Roman Empire, 
making travel easier. (3) They visited key population and cultural centers to reach as many people as 
possible. (4) They went to cities with synagogues, speaking first to the Jews in hopes that they would see 
Jesus as the Messiah and help spread the Good News to everyone. 
 
On Cyprus - Acts 13:4-12 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. Who helped you get settled into your first full-time job? How?  

2. Who directed Barnabas and Saul on their journey? (13:4)  

3. What did the missionaries do in Salamis? (13:5)  

4. Who helped Barnabas and Saul? (13:5)  

5. When missionaries visit your church, how can you benefit from their teaching and experience?  

6. How can we be helpful to missionaries and other Christian workers?  

7. How can you be helpful to a missionary or Christian worker in your church this week?  
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Life Application Bible Notes - Acts 13:4-12 

13:4 Located in the Mediterranean Sea, the island of Cyprus, with a large Jewish population, was 
Barnabas's home. Their first stop was in familiar territory. 
13:6, 7 Sergius Paulus functioned as the governor of the island. Such leaders often kept private 
sorcerers. Bar-Jesus realized that if Sergius Paulus believed in Jesus, he would soon be out of a job. 
13:9, 10 Here is where Saul is first called Paul. 
13:10 The Holy Spirit led Paul to confront Bar-Jesus with his sin. There is a time to be nice and a time to 
confront. Ask God to show you the difference and to give you the courage to do what is right. 
 

In Pisidian Antioch - Acts 13:13-52 
 
Some questions to answer and discuss: 

 

1. Who is one person who can affect whether you have a good or bad day? How?  

2. What happened to Paul and Barnabas while God was causing the church to grow and become 

strong? (13:49-52)  

3. What price did Paul and Barnabas pay for telling people about Christ? (13:50)  

4. What effect did the opposition have on Paul and Barnabas? (13:51-52)  

5. Why were Paul and Barnabas able to have joy?  

6. How can we experience joy during difficult circumstances?  

7. What verse or principle will help you have joy in whatever circumstances you face?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

13:13 No reason is given why John Mark left Paul and Barnabas. Some suggestions are: (1) He was 
homesick; (2) he resented the change in leadership from Barnabas (his cousin) to Paul; (3) he became ill 
(an illness that may have affected all of them—see Galatians 4:13); (4) he was unable to withstand the 
rigors and dangers of the missionary journey; (5) he may have planned to go only that far but had not 
communicated this to Paul and Barnabas. Paul implicitly accused John Mark of lacking courage and 
commitment, refusing to take him along on another journey (see 15:37, 38). It is clear from Paul's later 
letters, however, that he grew to respect Mark (Colossians 4:10) and that he needed Mark in his work (2 
Timothy 4:11). 
 
Ministry in Cyprus 
The leaders of the church in Antioch chose Paul and Barnabas to take the gospel westward. Along with 
John Mark, they boarded ship at Seleucia and set out across the Mediterranean for Cyprus. They 
preached in Salamis, the largest city, and went across the island to Paphos. 
 
13:14 Antioch of Pisidia was a different city from Antioch of Syria, where there was already a flourishing 
church (11:26). This Antioch, in the region of Pisidia, was a hub of good roads and trade, with a large 
Jewish population. 
13:14 When they went to a new city to witness for Christ, Paul and Barnabas would go first to the 
synagogue. The Jews who were there believed in God and diligently studied the Scriptures. Tragically, 
however, many could not accept Jesus as the promised Messiah because they had the wrong idea of 
what the Messiah should be. He was not, as they desired, a military king who would overthrow Rome's 
control but a servant-king who would defeat sin in people's hearts. (Only later, when Christ returns, will 
he judge the nations of the world.) Paul and Barnabas did not separate themselves from the synagogues 
but tried to show clearly that the very Scriptures the Jews studied pointed to Jesus. 
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13:14, 15 What happened in a synagogue service? First, the Shema was recited (this is Deuteronomy 
6:4, which Jews repeated several times daily). Certain prayers were spoken; then there was a reading 
from the law (the books of Genesis through Deuteronomy), a reading from the Prophets intending to 
illustrate the law, and a sermon. Those in charge of the service decided who would lead the service and 
give the sermon. A different person was chosen to lead each week. Since it was customary for the 
synagogue leader to invite visiting rabbis to speak, Paul and Barnabas usually had an open door when 
they first went to a synagogue. But as soon as they spoke about Jesus as Messiah, the door would often 
slam shut. They were usually not invited back by the religious leaders, and sometimes they would be 
thrown out of town! 
13:16ff Paul's message to the Jews in the synagogue in Antioch began with an emphasis on God's 
covenant with Israel. This was a point of agreement, because all Jews were proud to be God's chosen 
people. Then Paul explained how the Good News fulfilled the covenant. Some Jews found this message 
hard to swallow. 
13:23-31 Because Paul was speaking to devout Jews, he began by reminding them about the covenant, 
Abraham, David, and other familiar themes. Later, when speaking to the Greek philosophers in Athens 
(17:22-32), he would begin by talking about what he had observed in their city. In both cases, however, 
he centered the sermon around Christ and emphasized the Resurrection. When you share the Good 
News, begin where your audience is—then tell them about Christ. 
13:38, 39 This is the focus of the Good News: Forgiveness of sins and freedom from guilt are available 
through faith in Christ to all people—including you. Have you received this forgiveness? Are you 
refreshed each day by the thought that you are right with God? 
13:42-45 The Jewish leaders undoubtedly brought theological arguments against Paul and Barnabas, but 
Luke tells us that the real reason for their hostility was that "they were jealous." When we see others 
succeeding where we haven't or receiving the affirmation we crave, it is hard to rejoice with them. 
Jealousy is a natural reaction. But how tragic it is when our jealous feelings make us try to stop God's 
work. If a work is God's work, rejoice in it—no matter who is doing it. 
13:46 Why was it necessary for the Good News to go first to the Jews? God planned that through the 
Jewish nation all the world would know of God (Genesis 12:3). Paul, a Jew himself, loved his people 
(Romans 9:1-5) and wanted to give them every opportunity to join him in proclaiming God's salvation. 
Unfortunately, many Jews did not recognize Jesus as Messiah, and they did not understand that God 
was offering salvation to anyone, Jew or Gentile, who comes to him through faith in Christ. 
13:47 God had planned for Israel to be this light (Isaiah 49:6). Through Israel came Jesus, the light of the 
nations (Luke 2:32). This light would spread out and enlighten the Gentiles. 
13:50 Instead of accepting the truth, the Jewish leaders stirred up opposition and ran Paul and Barnabas 
out of town. When confronted by a disturbing truth, people often turn away and refuse to listen. When 
God's Spirit points out needed changes in our lives, we must listen to him. Otherwise we may be pushing 
the truth so far away that it no longer affects us. 
13:51 Often Jews would shake the dust off their feet when leaving a Gentile town on the way back to 
their own land. This symbolized cleansing themselves from the contamination of those who did not 
worship God. For Paul and Barnabas to do this to Jews demonstrated that Jews who rejected the Good 
News were not truly part of Israel and were no better than pagans. Jesus had told his disciples to shake 
from their feet the dust of any town that would not accept or listen to them (Mark 6:11). The disciples 
were not to blame if the message was rejected, as long as they had faithfully presented it. When we 
share Christ carefully and sensitively, God does not hold us responsible for the other person's decision. 
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