
  
 

The Church Persecuted and Scattered - Acts 8:2-3 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. When is a time you remember being rejected by childhood peers?  

2. How did Stephen’s mourners show courage at his burial? (8:2)  

3. What was happening to the church at this time? (8:2-3)  

4. Who began to attack the church? How? (8:3)  

5. In what ways are Christians under attack today?  

6. How can you respond whenever others attack or reject you for your Christian identity, 

views, or life-style?  

7. What will most remind you to respond with courage when you are attacked or rejected 

for your faith in Christ?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

8:1-4 Persecution pushed the Christians beyond Jerusalem and into Judea and Samaria, thus 
fulfilling the second part of Jesus' command (see 1:8). The persecution helped spread the Good 
News. God would bring great results from the believers' suffering. 
 

Philip in Samaria - Acts 8:4-8 

1. If you could give all your effort to a single occupation and be among the best in the 

world at it, what occupation would you choose?  

2. Who was Philip? (8:5)  

3. What did Philip do in Samaria? (8:5)  

4. What did the crowds do in response to Philip’s teaching and miracles? (8:6)  

5. How is your church, through its mission work, scattered throughout the world?  

6. How can you help spread the gospel in your community?  

7. What can you do this week to support or encourage a missionary?  

 

 

“The Gospel Goes to Samaria” 

Acts 8:1-40 
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Life Application Bible Notes 

 
8:4 Persecution forced the believers out of their homes in Jerusalem, and along with them went 
the Good News. Sometimes we have to become uncomfortable before we'll move. We may not 
want to experience it, but discomfort may be best for us because God may be working through 
our hurts. When you are tempted to complain about uncomfortable or painful circumstances, 
stop and ask if God might be preparing you for a special task. 
8:5 This is not the apostle Philip (see John 1:43, 44) but a Greek-speaking Jew, "full of the Spirit 
and wisdom" (6:3), who was one of the seven men chosen to help with the food distribution 
program in the church (6:5). 
8:5 Israel had been divided into three main regions: Galilee in the north, Samaria in the middle, 
and Judea in the south. The city of Samaria (in the region of Samaria) had been the capital of 
the northern kingdom of Israel in the days of the divided kingdom before it was conquered by 
Assyria in 722 B.C. During that war, the Assyrian king had taken many captives, leaving only the 
poorest people in the land and resettling it with foreigners. These foreigners had intermarried 
with the Jews who were left, and the mixed race became known as Samaritans. The Samaritans 
were considered half-breeds by the "pure" Jews in the southern kingdom of Judah, and the two 
groups hated each other intensely. But Jesus himself went into Samaria (John 4), and he 
commanded his followers to spread the Good News there (1:8). 
8:7 Jesus encountered and drove out many evil spirits during his ministry on earth. Evil spirits, 
or demons, are ruled by Satan. Most scholars believe that demons are fallen angels who joined 
Satan in his rebellion against God. They can cause a person to be mute, deaf, blind, or insane 
and also tempt people to sin. Although they can be powerful, they are not able to read our 
minds and cannot be everywhere at once. Demons are real and active, but Jesus has given 
authority over them to his followers. Although Satan is allowed to work in our world, God is in 
complete control. He can drive demons out and end their destructive work in people's lives. 
Eventually Satan and his demons will be thrown into the lake of fire, forever ending their evil 
work in the world (Revelation 20:10). 
 
 

Simon the Sorcerer - Acts 8:9-25 

1. What people of different ethnic groups do you know?  

2. Why did Peter and John leave Jerusalem and go to Samaria? (8:14)  

3. What did Peter and John do when they arrived in Samaria? (8:15-17)  

4. How did Peter and John’s trip to Samaria influence their trip to Jerusalem? (8:25)  

5. What ethnic or religious prejudices do you have a hard time shaking?  

6. What can help us change our prejudices against people groups?  

7. What can you do this week to get to know someone who is from a different ethnic 

group or culture?  
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Life Application Bible Notes 

8:9-11 In the days of the early church, sorcerers and magicians were numerous and influential. 
They worked wonders, performed healings and exorcisms, and practiced astrology. Their 
wonders may simply have been magic tricks, or the sorcerers may have been empowered by 
Satan (Matthew 24:24; 2 Thessalonians 2:9). Simon had done so many wonders that some even 
thought that he was the Messiah; but his powers did not come from God (see 8:18-24). 
 
Philip's Ministry: To escape persecution in Jerusalem, Philip fled to Samaria, where he 
continued preaching the gospel. While he was there, an angel commanded him to meet an 
Ethiopian official on the road between Jerusalem and Gaza. The man became a believer before 
continuing on to Ethiopia. Philip then went from Azotus to Caesarea. 
 
8:14 Peter and John were sent to Samaria to find out whether or not the Samaritans were truly 
becoming believers. The Jewish Christians, even the apostles, were still unsure whether 
Gentiles (non-Jews) and half-Jews could receive the Holy Spirit. It wasn't until Peter's 
experience with Cornelius (chapter 10) that the apostles became fully convinced that the Holy 
Spirit was for all people. John had asked Jesus if they should call fire down from heaven to burn 
up a Samaritan village that refused to welcome them (Luke 9:51-55). Here he and Peter went to 
the Samaritans to pray with them. 

8:15-17 This was a crucial moment for the spread of the Good News and for the growth of the 

church. Peter and John had to go to Samaria to help keep this new group of believers from 

becoming separated from other believers. When Peter and John saw the Lord working in these 

people, they were assured that the Holy Spirit worked through all believers—Gentiles and 

mixed races as well as "pure" Jews. 

 

Philip and the Ethiopian - Acts 8:26-40 
 

1. What reading material do you find difficult to understand?  

2. Whom did Philip meet on the desert road? (8:27)  

3. What was the eunuch’s problem? (8:28-34)  

4. How did Philip present the good news about Jesus? (8:35)  

5. How does God use us to take the message of Christ to others?  

6. How can you be involved in telling others about Christ or in helping others do so?  

7. What is one thing you can do this week to overcome fear in witnessing?  
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Life Application Bible Notes 

8:26 Philip was having a successful preaching ministry to great crowds in Samaria (8:5-8), but he 
obediently left that ministry to travel on a desert road. Because Philip went where God sent 
him, Ethiopia was opened up to the Good News. Follow God's leading, even if it seems like a 
demotion. At first you may not understand his plans, but the results will prove that God's way is 
right. 
8:27 Ethiopia is located in Africa south of Egypt. The eunuch was obviously very dedicated to 
God because he had traveled such a long distance to worship in Jerusalem. The Jews had 
contact with Ethiopia in ancient days (Psalm 68:31; Jeremiah 38:7), so this man may have been 
a Gentile convert to Judaism. Because he was in charge of the treasury of Ethiopia, this man's 
conversion brought Christianity into the power structures of another government. This is the 
beginning of the witness "to the ends of the earth" (1:8). See the prophecy in Isaiah 56:3-8 for 
words about foreigners and eunuchs. 
8:29-35 Philip found the Ethiopian man reading Scripture. Taking advantage of this opportunity 
to explain the Good News, Philip asked the man if he understood what he was reading. Philip 
(1) followed the Spirit's leading, (2) began the discussion from where the man was (immersed in 
the prophecies of Isaiah), and (3) explained how Jesus Christ fulfilled Isaiah's prophecies. When 
we share the Good News, we should start where the other person's concerns are focused. Then 
we can show how God's Word applies to those concerns. 
8:35 Some think that the Old Testament is not relevant today, but Philip led this man to faith in 
Jesus Christ by using the Old Testament. Jesus Christ is found in the pages of both the Old and 
New Testaments. God's entire Word is applicable to all people in all ages. Don't avoid or neglect 
to use the Old Testament. It, too, is God's Word. 
8:38 Baptism was a sign of identification with Christ and with the Christian community. 
Although Philip was the only witness, it was still important for the eunuch to take this step. 
8:39, 40 Why was Philip suddenly transported to a different city? This miraculous sign showed 
the urgency of bringing the Gentiles to belief in Christ. Azotus is Ashdod, one of the ancient 
Philistine capitals. Philip probably lived in Caesarea for the next 20 years (21:8). 
 
Acts Study Guide questions and notes are from 
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