
 
 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. When was a time you were falsely accused? What happened?  

2. Who was Stephen? (6:8)  

3. What kind of person was Stephen? (6:8)  

4. Besides caring for the needs of the widows, what did Stephen do among the people? 

(6:8)  

5. Who opposed Stephen? (6:9)  

6. Why couldn’t Stephen’s opponents get the better of him? (6:10)  

7. What kind of charges did Stephen’s enemies make against him? (6:11)  

8. How did the false witnesses misrepresent Stephen? (6:13-14)  

9. What does it mean to be "full of God’s grace and power"?  

10. What should we do when we are falsely accused?  

11. What can you do to copy Stephen’s example whenever you are falsely accused in some 

way?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

6:9 This was a group of Jewish slaves who had been freed by Rome and had formed their own 
synagogue in Jerusalem. 
6:11 These men lied about Stephen, causing him to be arrested and brought before the Jewish 
high council. The Sadducees, the dominant party in the council, accepted and studied only the 
writings of Moses (Genesis-Deuteronomy). In their view, to speak blasphemy against Moses 
was a crime. But from Stephen's speech (chapter 7), we learn that this accusation was false. 
Stephen based his review of Israel's history on Moses' writings. 
6:14 When Stephen was brought before the council of religious leaders, the accusation against 
him was the same that the religious leaders had used against Jesus (Matthew 26:59-61). The 
group falsely accused Stephen of wanting to change Moses' customs, because they knew that 
the Sadducees, who controlled the council, believed only in Moses' laws. 
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Bible Background Commentary 
 
Stephen Arraigned: Despite Jesus’ orders to engage in the Gentile mission (Acts 1:8), the 
apostles had stayed in Jerusalem and remained there as late as Acts 15:2. It is ultimately the 
bicultural minority within the Jerusalem church that holds the promise for the future. Luke 
gives us examples of two leaders from that minority (Acts 6:5), Stephen (Acts 7) and Philip (Acts 
8). 
 
6:9-10. Stephen’s fellow Hellenists felt local Jewish hostility more acutely than the church’s 
Hebrew faction (see comment on Acts 6:1). Jerusalem had many synagogues (though not the 
480 of later tradition), including some of those mentioned here. Archaeologists have found the 
dedicatory inscription from a “synagogue of the freedmen,” those descended from former 
Roman slaves. (They constituted a particular class in Greco-Roman society in the first 
generation; Judaism ranked them just below proselytes.) Later sources attest the synagogue of 
the Alexandrians and that of the Cilicians; the capital of Cilicia was Tarsus, Paul’s hometown. 
Other ancient cities with large Jewish immigrant populations also sported diverse synagogues. 
Acts 6:11 
6:11. It seems to have been an ideal for people to be judged by one of their peers (a judge in a 
local court); a criticism by fellow Hellenists would receive more weight than one from those 
who would be less likely to know Stephen. “Blasphemy” here does not have the later technical 
sense of pronouncing the divine name of God but the more general sense of purported 
disrespect for God. 
Acts 6:12 
6:12. The Sanhedrin was not likely to be favorably disposed toward Stephen; the Jewish law of 
rebuke required a warning, but the Sanhedrin had already warned the leaders of this 
movement (Acts 5:40), and from this point the Sanhedrin would have to take action. 
Acts 6:13-15 
6:13-15. Ancients viewed perjury as an affront to the god in whose name the false witnesses 
had sworn an oath. False witnesses in a capital case were to be executed if found out (Deut. 
19:18-19; also under Roman law), but in this case Stephen will seem to confirm half their 
charge in reply to the high priest’s interrogation (Acts 7:1). He is for the law (cf. the bulk of his 
quotations in Acts 7) but in some sense against the temple (Acts 7). Jewish tradition praised 
those who had suffered to preserve the ancestral traditions based on Scripture; its defenders 
would regard Stephen as apostate. The accusers spoke first in a case. 
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