
  
 

The Apostles Heal Many - Acts 5:12-16 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. How did your mother take care of you when you were sick as a child?  

2. What kind of work did the apostles do among the people? (5:12)  

3. Why did the people seek physical healing from the apostles? (5:13-15)  

4. What happened to all those who came to be made well? (5:16)  

5. When is it helpful or comforting to visit a sick person in the hospital or at home?  

6. How can we reach out to those who are sick or ill?  

7. What are some of the ways you can serve those who are sick in your church?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

5:14 What makes Christianity attractive? It is easy to be drawn to churches because of 
programs, good speakers, size, beautiful facilities, or fellowship. People were attracted to the 
early church, however, by expressions of God's power at work; the generosity, sincerity, 
honesty, and unity of the members; and the character of the leaders. Have our standards 
slipped? God wants to add believers to his church, not just newer and better programs or larger 
and fancier facilities. 
5:15, 16 People who passed within Peter's shadow were healed, not by Peter's shadow, but by 
God's power working through Peter. What did these miraculous healings do for the early 
church? (1) They attracted new believers; (2) they confirmed the truth of the apostles' teaching; 
and (3) they demonstrated that the power of the Messiah, who had been crucified and risen, 
was now with his followers. 
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The Apostles Persecuted - Acts 5:17-42 

 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. What bullies do you remember from grade school?  

2. What made the Jewish elders furious? (5:29-32)  

3. Who intervened on behalf of Peter and the others? How? (5:34-39)  

4. How did the elders deal with the apostles? (5:40)  

5. What forms of opposition do Christians experience today?  

6. For what principles should a Christian stand at all costs?  

7. What do you want to remember the next time you are challenged or hurt for your faith 

in Christ?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

5:17, 18 The apostles experienced power to do miracles, great boldness in preaching, and God's 
presence in their lives; yet they were not free from hatred and persecution. They were 
arrested, put in jail, beaten, and slandered by community leaders. Faith in God does not make 
troubles disappear; it makes troubles appear less frightening because it puts them in the right 
perspective. Don't expect everyone to react favorably when you share something as dynamic as 
your faith in Christ. Some will be jealous, afraid, or threatened. Expect some negative reactions, 
and remember that you must be more concerned about serving God than about the reactions 
of people (see 5:29). 
5:19 The angel of the Lord gave the apostles a command that, when followed, would lead to a 
brutal flogging (5:40). If that strikes you as odd, it is probably because of the prevailing idea 
among many believers that obedience inevitably leads to blessing (defined as "a problem-free, 
blissful existence"). Serious students of the Bible know, however, that obeying God often 
results in pain and suffering. They also recognize that being persecuted for Christ is a deeper 
kind of blessing. What biblical commands, if obeyed, might result in discomfort for you today? 
Will you commit to live them out anyway? 
5:21 Suppose someone threatened to kill you if you didn't stop talking about God. You might be 
tempted to keep quiet. But after being threatened by powerful leaders, arrested, jailed, and 
miraculously released, the apostles went back to preaching. This was nothing less than God's 
power working through them (4:13)! When we are convinced of the truth of Christ's 
resurrection and have experienced the presence and power of his Holy Spirit, we will also have 
the confidence to speak out for Christ. 
5:21 The Temple at daybreak was a busy place. Many people stopped at the Temple to pray and 
worship at sunrise. The apostles were already there, ready to tell them the Good News of new 
life in Jesus Christ. Also at daybreak, the 70 men of the high council (also called the Sanhedrin) 
were gathering, preparing to question the apostles. This was going to be no small trial. The 
religious leaders would do anything to stop these apostles from challenging their authority, 
threatening their secure position, and exposing their hypocritical motives to the people. 
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5:29 The apostles knew their priorities. While we should try to live at peace with everyone 
(Romans 12:18), conflict with the world and its authorities is sometimes inevitable fora 
Christian (John 15:18). There will be situations where you cannot obey both God and people. 
Then you must obey God and trust his Word. Let Jesus' words in Luke 6:22 encourage you: 
"What blessings await you when people hate you and exclude you and mock you and curse you 
as evil because you follow the Son of Man." 
5:34 The Pharisees were the other major party in the Jewish high council with the Sadducees 
(5:17). The Pharisees were the strict keepers of the law—not only God's law but hundreds of 
other rules they had added to God's law. They were careful about outward purity, but many 
had hearts full of impure motives. Jesus confronted the Pharisees often during his ministry on 
earth. Oddly enough, a Pharisee named Gamaliel became an unexpected ally for the apostles, 
although he probably did not support their teachings. He was a distinguished member of the 
high council and a teacher. While Gamaliel may have saved the apostles' lives, his real 
intentions probably were to prevent a division in the council and to avoid arousing the Romans. 
The apostles were popular among the people, and killing them might start a riot. Gamaliel's 
advice to the council gave the apostles some breathing room to continue their work. The 
council decided to wait, hoping that this would all fade away harmlessly. They couldn't have 
been more wrong. Ironically, Paul, later one of the greatest apostles, had been one of 
Gamaliel's students (22:3). 
5:39 Gamaliel presented some sound advice about reacting to religious movements. Unless 
adherents in these groups endorse obviously dangerous doctrines or practices, it is often wiser 
to be tolerant rather than repressive. Sometimes only time will tell if they are presenting 
merely human ideas or if God is trying to say something through them. The next time a group 
promotes differing religious ideas, consider Gamaliel's advice, just in case you "find yourselves 
fighting against God." 
5:40-42 Peter and John had been warned repeatedly not to preach, but they continued in spite 
of the threats. We, too, should live as Christ has asked us to, sharing our faith no matter what 
the cost. We may not be beaten or thrown in jail, but we may be ridiculed, ostracized, or 
slandered. To what extent are you willing to suffer for the sake of sharing the Good News with 
others? 
5:41 Have you ever thought of persecution as a blessing, as something worth rejoicing about? 
This beating suffered by Peter and John was the first time any of the apostles had been 
physically abused for their faith. These men knew how Jesus had suffered, and they praised 
God that he had allowed them to be persecuted like their Lord. If you are mocked or 
persecuted for your faith, it isn't because you're doing something wrong but because God has 
counted you "worthy to suffer disgrace for the name of Jesus." 
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