
  

The Believers Share Their Possessions - Acts 4:32-37 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. If you had a successful yard sale, what would you do with the profits?  

2. What attitude did the believers have toward one another? (4:32)  

3. What did some better-off Christians do from time to time? (4:34-35)  

4. What was exemplary about Barnabas? (4:36-37)  

5. What is difficult about sharing the things we have?  

6. How can we copy Barnabas’s example?  

7. What can you do to show Christian generosity to someone in need this week?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

4:32 Differences of opinion are inevitable among human personalities and can actually be 
helpful if handled well. But spiritual unity is essential—loyalty, commitment, and love for God 
and his Word. Without spiritual unity, the church could not survive. Paul wrote the letter of 1 
Corinthians to urge the church in Corinth toward greater unity. 
4:32 None of these Christians felt that what they had was their own, so they were able to give 
and share, eliminating poverty among them. They would not let a brother or sister suffer when 
others had plenty. How do you feel about your possessions? We should adopt the attitude that 
everything we have comes from God, and we are only sharing what is already his. 
4:32-35 The early church was able to share possessions and property as a result of the unity 
brought by the Holy Spirit working in and through the believers' lives. This way of living is 
different from communism because (1) the sharing was voluntary; (2) it didn't involve all private 
property but only as much as was needed; (3) it was not a membership requirement in order to 
be a part of the church. The spiritual unity and generosity of these early believers attracted 
others to them. This organizational structure is not a biblical command, but it offers vital 
principles for us to follow. 
4:36 Barnabas (Joseph) was a respected leader of the church. He was a Levite by birth, a 
member of the Jewish tribe that carried out Temple duties. But his family had moved to Cyprus, 
so Barnabas didn't serve in the Temple. He traveled with Paul on Paul's first missionary journey 
(13:1ff). For more information on Barnabas, see his Profile in chapter 13, p. 1849. 
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Ananias and Sapphira - Acts 5:1-11 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. When was a time you kept a gift that you had planned to give away?  

2. What did Ananias and Sapphira do with the proceeds from the sale of their property? 

(5:1-2)  

3. What was Ananias’s sin? (5:3-4)  

4. What was the consequence of Ananias’s sin? (5:5)  

5. What do we tend to hold back from the Lord?  

6. What can we do to trust God to take care of us?  

7. What act of sacrificial giving can you do this week? How?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

5:1ff In Acts 5:1-8:3 we see both internal and external problems facing the early church. Inside, 
the church had dishonesty (5:1-11), greed (5:3), and administrative headaches (6:1-7). Outside, 
the church was being pressured by persecution. While church leaders were careful and 
sensitive in dealing with the internal problems, they could not do much to prevent the external 
pressures. Through it all, the leaders kept their focus on what was most important—spreading 
the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
5:3 Even after the Holy Spirit had come, the believers were not immune to Satan's temptations. 
Although Satan was defeated by Christ at the cross, he was still actively trying to make the 
believers stumble—as he does today (Ephesians 6:12; 1 Peter 5:8). Satan's overthrow is 
inevitable, but it will not occur until the last days, when Christ returns to judge the world 
(Revelation 20:10). 
5:3ff The sin Ananias and Sapphira committed was not stinginess or holding back part of the 
money—it was their choice whether or not to sell the land and how much to give. Their sin was 
lying to God and God's people, saying they gave the whole amount but holding back some for 
themselves and trying to make themselves appear more generous than they really were. This 
act was judged harshly because dishonesty, greed, and covetousness are destructive in a 
church, preventing the Holy Spirit from working effectively. All lying is bad, but when we lie to 
try to deceive God and his people about our relationship with him, we destroy our testimony 
for Christ. 
5:11 Some read the account of Ananias and Sapphira being struck down and accuse God of 
being harsh. "I thought God was supposed to be loving and forgiving. I thought all that wrath 
stuff was for Old Testament times." With an emphasis on grace and mercy, it's easy to overlook 
the equally important truth of God's holiness. We must remember that God has not changed 
(Malachi 3:6). He still hates sin as much as he ever did. God's judgment of Ananias and Sapphira 
produced shock and fear among the believers, making them realize how seriously God regards 
sin in the church. 
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