
  

Peter and John before the Sanhedrin – Acts 4:1-22 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. When you are misunderstood, what do you usually do to clear things up?  

2. How did the authorities respond to Peter and John? (4:13-14)  

3. After the Sanhedrin consulted together, what action did they take against the apostles? 

(4:15-17)  

4. What was the apostles’ reply to the judgment handed down by the council? (4:18-20)  

5. What are some of the risks in telling others about Christ?  

6. How can we prepare ourselves for the costs we may have to pay for following Christ?  

7. In what way could you strengthen your sense of courage about being a Christian in your 

place of work, neighborhood, or family?  
 

Life Application Bible Notes 

4:1 These priests had special influence and were often close relatives of the high priest. The 
captain of the Temple guard was the leader of the guards who were stationed around the 
Temple to ensure order. The Sadducees were members of a small but powerful Jewish religious 
sect that did not believe in the resurrection of the dead. They were the religious leaders who 
stood to gain financially by cooperating with the Romans. Most of those who planned and 
carried out Jesus' arrest and crucifixion were from these three groups. 
4:2, 3 Peter and John spoke to the people during the afternoon prayer time. The Sadducees 
moved in quickly to investigate. Because they did not believe in the Resurrection, they were 
understandably disturbed with what the apostles were saying. Peter and John were refuting 
one of their fundamental beliefs and thus threatening their authority as religious teachers. Even 
though the nation was under Roman rule, the Sadducees had almost unlimited power over the 
Temple grounds. Thus, they were able to arrest Peter and John for no other reason than 
teaching something that contradicted their beliefs. 
4:3 Seldom will sharing the Good News send us to jail as it did Peter and John. Still, we run risks 
in trying to win others to Christ. We might be willing to face a night in jail if it would bring 5,000 
people to Christ, but shouldn't we also be willing to suffer for the sake of even one? What do 
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you risk in witnessing—rejection, persecution? Whatever the risks, realize that nothing done for 
God is ever wasted. 
4:5, 6 The rulers, elders, and teachers of religious law made up the Jewish high council—the 
same council that had condemned Jesus to death (Luke 22:66). It had 70 members plus the 
current high priest, who presided over the group. The Sadducees held a majority in this ruling 
group. These were the wealthy, intellectual, and powerful men of Jerusalem. Jesus' followers 
stood before the same high council that Jesus had. 
4:6 Annas had been deposed as high priest by the Romans, who then had appointed Caiaphas, 
Annas's son-in-law, in his place. Because the Jews considered the office of high priest a lifetime 
position, however, they still called Annas by that title and gave him respect and authority within 
the high council. Annas and Caiaphas had played significant roles in Jesus' trial (John 18:24, 28). 
They were not pleased that the man they thought they had sacrificed for the good of the nation 
(John 11:49-51) had followers who were just as persistent and promised to be just as 
troublesome as he had been. 
4:7 The high council asked Peter and John by what power they had healed the man (3:6, 7) and 
by what authority they preached (3:12-26). The actions and words of Peter and John 
threatened these religious leaders, who, for the most part, were more interested in their 
reputations and positions than in God. Through the help of the Holy Spirit (Mark 13:11), Peter 
spoke boldly before the council, actually putting the council on trial by showing them that the 
one they had crucified had risen again. Instead of being defensive, the apostles went on the 
offensive, boldly speaking out for God and presenting the Good News to these leaders. 
4:11 The cornerstone unites two walls at the corner of a building and holds the building 
together. Peter said that the Jews rejected Christ, but now Christ had become the cornerstone 
of the church (Psalm 118:22; Mark 12:10; 1 Peter 2:7). Without him there would be no church 
because it wouldn't be able to stand. 
4:12 Many people react negatively to the fact that there is no other name than that of Jesus to 
call on for salvation. Yet this is not something the church decided; it is the specific teaching of 
Jesus himself (John 14:6). If God designated Jesus to be the Savior of the world, no one else can 
be his equal. Christians are to be open-minded on many issues but not on how we are saved 
from sin. No other religious teacher could die for our sins; no other religious teacher came to 
earth as God's only Son; no other religious teacher rose from the dead. Our focus should be on 
Jesus, whom God provided as the way to have an eternal relationship with himself. There is no 
other name or way! 
4:13 Knowing that Peter and John were untrained, the council was amazed at what being with 
Jesus had done for them. A changed life convinces people of Christ's power. One of your 
greatest testimonies is the difference others see in your life and attitudes since you have 
believed in Christ. 
4:13-18 Although the evidence was overwhelming and irrefutable (changed lives and a healed 
man), the religious leaders refused to believe in Christ and continued to try to suppress the 
truth. Don't be surprised if some people reject you and your positive witness for Christ. When 
minds are closed, even the clearest presentation of the facts can't open them. But don't give up 
either. Pray for those people and continue to spread the Good News. 
4:20 We may sometimes be afraid to share our faith in Christ because people may feel 
uncomfortable or reject us. But Peter and John's zeal for the Lord was so strong that they could 
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not keep quiet, even when threatened. If your courage to witness for God has weakened, pray 
that your boldness may increase. Remember Jesus' promise, "Everyone who acknowledges me 
publicly here on earth, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven" (Matthew 10:32). 

The Believers' Prayer - Acts 4:23-31 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. After going through a stressful experience, what do you do to unwind?  

2. Where did Peter and John go after they were released by the Sanhedrin? (4:23)  

3. How did the believers respond to the apostles’ report? (4:24)  

4. What did the Christians ask God to do? (4:29-30)  

5. Where do you go for help in times of trouble?  

6. How can your faith in God be expressed through the prayers you pray?  

7. What changes can you make in your personal prayer life today?  

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

4:24-30 Notice how the believers prayed. First, they praised God; then they told God their 
specific problem and asked for his help. They did not ask God to remove the problem but to 
help them deal with it. We can follow this model when we pray. We may ask God to remove 
our problems, and he may choose to do so. But we must recognize that often he will leave a 
problem but give us the strength and courage to deal with it. 
4:27 Herod Antipas had been appointed by the Romans to rule over the territory of Galilee. For 
more information on Herod, see his Profile in Mark 6, p. 1629. Pontius Pilate was the Roman 
governor over Judea. He bowed to pressure from the crowd and sentenced Jesus to death. For 
more information on Pilate, see his Profile in Mark 15, p. 1661. 
4:28 God is the sovereign Lord of all events, who rules history to fulfill his purposes. What his 
will determines, his power carries out. No leader, army, government, or council can stand in 
God's way. 
4:29-31 Boldness is not reckless impulsiveness. Boldness requires courage to press on through 
our fears and do what we know is right. How can we be more bold? Like the disciples, we need 
to pray with others. To gain boldness, you can (1) pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to give 
you courage, (2) look for opportunities in your family and neighborhood to talk about Christ, (3) 
realize that rejection, social discomfort, and embarrassment are not necessarily persecution, 
and (4) start where you are by being bolder in small ways. 
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