
  
 

Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. When you were growing up, how did you and your friends choose teams for games of 

kickball, tag, or other such games?  

2. How did Peter take leadership of the early Christians after Jesus’ ascension? (1:15-17)  

3. What did Peter propose to do about the vacancy left by Judas? (1:21-22)  

4. How did the apostles choose Judas’s successor? (1:24-26)  

5. How do you make important decisions in your family?  

6. Why is prayer important in our decision-making process?  

7. What is one way you can include God in all important decisions you make?  
 

Going deeper: More questions for discussion and reflection: 

1. In our current situation either with COVID or the start of a new year in 2022, can you 
identify with the anticipation the apostles felt in that moment? How so? 

2. Have you ever struggled with discerning God’s will for your life? What have you learned 
in trying to discern the will of God? 

3. Do you consider yourself a person of prayer and Scripture? What can you put in place 
today that would help you become more engaged in prayer and Scripture reading? 

4. How can we use this “pause” moment created by the pandemic to love our neighbors 
and share the good news of the gospel with them? 

 

Life Application Bible Notes 

1:12, 13 After Christ was taken up into heaven, the disciples immediately returned to Jerusalem 
and had a prayer meeting. Jesus had said they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit in a few 
days, so they waited and prayed. When you face a difficult task, an important decision, or a 
baffling dilemma, don't rush into the work and just hope it comes out the way it should. 
Instead, make your first step prayer for the Holy Spirit's power and guidance. 
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1:13 A "Zealot" could mean anyone zealous for the Jewish law. The Zealots may have been a 
radical political party working for the violent overthrow of Roman rule in Israel. 
1:14 At this time, Jesus' brothers were with the disciples. During Jesus' lifetime, they had not 
believed he was the Messiah (John 7:5), but his resurrection must have convinced them. Jesus' 
special appearance to James, one of his brothers, may have been an especially significant event 
in their conversion (see 1 Corinthians 15:7). 
1:15-26 This was the first church business meeting. The small group of 11 had already grown to 
more than 120. The main order of business was to appoint a new disciple, or apostle, as the 11 
were now called. While the apostles waited, they were doing what they could—praying, 
seeking God's guidance, and getting organized. Waiting for God to work does not mean sitting 
around doing nothing. We must do what we can, while we can, as long as we don't run ahead of 
God. 
1:16, 17 How could someone who had been with Jesus daily betray him? Judas had received the 
same calling and teaching as everyone else. But he had chosen to reject Christ. Judas hardened 
his heart and joined in the plot with Jesus' enemies to put him to death. Judas remained 
unrepentant to the end, and he finally committed suicide. Although Jesus predicted this would 
happen, it was Judas's choice. Those privileged to be close to the truth are not necessarily 
committed to the truth. See Judas's Profile in Mark 14, p. 1655 for more information on his life. 
1:18 Matthew says that Judas hanged himself (Matthew 27:5); Acts says that he fell. The 
traditional explanation is that when Judas hanged himself, the rope or branch broke, Judas fell, 
and his body burst open. 
1:21, 22 Many consistently followed Jesus throughout his ministry on earth. The 12 disciples 
were his inner circle, but others shared the disciples' deep love for and commitment to Jesus. 
1:21-25 The apostles had to choose a replacement for Judas Iscariot. They outlined specific 
criteria for making the choice. After finalists were chosen, the apostles prayed, asking God to 
guide the selection process. This gives us a good example of how to proceed when we are 
making important decisions. Set up criteria consistent with the Bible, examine the alternatives, 
and pray for wisdom and guidance to reach a wise decision. 
1:26 The disciples became apostles. Disciple means "follower or learner," and apostle means 
"messenger or missionary." These men now had the special assignment of spreading the Good 
News of Jesus' death and resurrection. 
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