
  

Read John 16:6-15. Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. In what way can a conscience be both good and frustrating?  
2. What would the Counselor do for the world? (16:8)  
3. What did Jesus say about the prince of this world? (16:11)  
4. What would the Spirit of truth do for Jesus’ disciples when He came? (16:12-14)  
5. What role do Christians and the church play in prodding the conscience of the world?  
6. How does the Holy Spirit teach believers?  
7. How can you seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance in reaching people who are dead in their 

sins?  

Life Application Bible Notes 
 
16:1-16 In his last moments with his disciples, Jesus (1) warned them about further persecution, 
(2) told them where, when, and why he was going, and (3) assured them that they would not be 
left alone, but that the Spirit would come. Jesus knew what lay ahead, and he did not want the 
disciples' faith shaken or destroyed. God wants you to know you are not alone. You have the 
Holy Spirit to comfort you, teach you truth, and help you. 
16:5 Although the disciples had asked Jesus about his death (13:36; 14:5), they had never 
wondered about its meaning. They were mostly concerned about themselves. If Jesus went 
away, what would become of them? 
16:7 Unless Jesus did what he came to do, there would be no Good News. If he did not die, he 
could not remove our sins; he could not rise again and defeat death. If he did not go back to the 
Father, the Holy Spirit would not come. Christ's presence on earth was limited to one place at a 
time. His leaving meant he could be present to the whole world through the Holy Spirit. 
16:8-11 Three important tasks of the Holy Spirit are (1) convicting the world of its sin and calling 
it to repentance, (2) revealing the standard of God's righteousness to anyone who believes, 
because Christ would no longer be physically present on earth, and (3) demonstrating Christ's 
judgment over Satan. 
16:9 According to Jesus, not believing in him is sin. 
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16:10, 11 Christ's death on the cross made a personal relationship with God available to us. 
When we confess our sin, God declares us righteous and delivers us from judgment for our sins. 
16:13 The truth into which the Holy Spirit guides us is the truth about Christ. The Spirit also 
helps us through patient practice to discern right from wrong. 
16:13 Jesus said the Holy Spirit would tell them "about the future"—the nature of their mission, 
the opposition they would face, and the final outcome of their efforts. They didn't fully 
understand these promises until the Holy Spirit came after Jesus' death and resurrection. Then 
the Holy Spirit revealed truths to the disciples that they wrote down in the books that now form 
the New Testament. 
16:16 Jesus was referring to his death, now only a few hours away, and his resurrection three 
days later. 
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