
  

Read John 20:1-9, “The Empty Tomb.” Some questions to answer and discuss: 

1. Why do people visit the grave sites of close friends and family members?  
2. What did Mary Magdalene discover when she went to Jesus’ tomb? (20:1)  
3. How did Peter respond to what Mary told him? (20:3)  
4. How did John respond to what he found in the tomb? (20:8)  
5. If you had been either Mary, Peter, or John, what thoughts would have run through your 

mind when you discovered the empty tomb?  
6. What motivates us to share our surprises (both pleasant and unpleasant) with other 

people?  
7. Whom do you need to tell about the empty tomb of Christ? How?  

Life Application Bible Notes 
 
20:1 Other women came to the tomb along with Mary Magdalene. The other Gospel accounts 
give their names. For more information on Mary Magdalene, see her Profile on page 1797. 
20:1 The stone was not rolled away from the entrance to the tomb so Jesus could get out. He 
could have left easily without moving the stone. It was rolled away so others could get in and 
see that Jesus was gone. 
20:1ff People who hear about the Resurrection for the first time may need time before they can 
comprehend this amazing story. Like Mary and the disciples, they may pass through four stages 
of belief. (1) At first, they may think the story is a fabrication, impossible to believe (20:2). (2) 
Like Peter, they may check out the facts and still be puzzled about what happened (20:6). (3) 
Only when they encounter Jesus personally are they able to accept the fact of the Resurrection 
(20:16). (4) Then, as they commit themselves to the risen Lord and devote their lives to serving 
him, they begin to understand fully the reality of his presence with them (20:28). 
20:6, 7 The linen wrappings were left as if Jesus' body had simply vacated them. The cloth that 
covered Jesus' head was still rolled up in the shape of a head, and it was at about the right 
distance from the wrappings that had enveloped Jesus' body. A grave robber couldn't possibly 
have made off with Jesus' body and left the linens as if they were still shaped around it. 
20:9 As further proof that the disciples did not fabricate this story, we find that Peter and John 
were surprised that Jesus was not in the tomb. When John saw the linen wrappings looking like 
an empty cocoon from which Jesus had emerged, he believed that Jesus had risen. It wasn't 
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until after they had seen the empty tomb that they remembered what the Scriptures and Jesus 
had said—he would die, but he would also rise again! 
20:9 Jesus' resurrection is the key to the Christian faith. Why? (1) Just as he said, Jesus rose 
from the dead. We can be confident, therefore, that he will accomplish all he has promised. (2) 
Jesus' bodily resurrection shows us that the living Christ, not a false prophet or imposter, is 
ruler of God's eternal Kingdom. (3) We can be certain of our own resurrection because Jesus 
was resurrected. Death is not the end—there is future life. (4) The divine power that brought 
Jesus back to life is now available to us to bring our spiritually dead selves back to life. (5) The 
Resurrection is the basis for the church's witness to the world. 

Read John 20:10-18 “Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene.” Some questions to answer and 
discuss: 

1. What is the most exciting news you’ve heard this week?  
2. What did the angels ask Mary? (20:13)  
3. What happened when Mary realized who was talking to her? (20:16)  
4. What did Jesus tell Mary to tell His brothers? (20:17)  
5. If you had been one of the disciples who had heard Mary’s exciting news, how do you 

think you would have reacted?  
6. When have you been exceptionally thrilled about your relationship with Christ?  
7. How can you celebrate your relationship with the living Christ this week?  

Life Application Bible Notes 
 
20:17 Mary did not want to lose Jesus again. She had not yet understood the Resurrection. 
Perhaps she thought this was his promised second coming (14:3). But Jesus did not want to be 
detained at the tomb. If he did not ascend to heaven, the Holy Spirit could not come. Both he 
and Mary had important work to do. 
20:18 Mary didn't recognize Jesus at first. Her grief had blinded her; she couldn't see him 
because she didn't expect to see him. Then he spoke her name, and immediately she 
recognized him. Imagine the love that flooded her heart when she heard her Savior saying her 
name. Jesus is near you, and he is calling your name. Can you, like Mary, regard him as your 
Lord? 
20:18 Mary did not meet the risen Christ until she had discovered the empty tomb. She 
responded with joy and obedience by going to tell the disciples. We cannot meet Christ until we 
discover that he is indeed alive, that his tomb is empty. Are you filled with joy by this good 
news, and do you share it with others? 
 
Gospel of John Study Guide questions and notes are from 
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