
 
 

Week Six – Revelation 10-11 

 

Community Group Study Guide for the week of April 11, 2021 

 
Suggested Reading: Revelation 10-11 prior to meeting 

Study Revelation 10:1-11, “The Angel and the Little Scroll.” Choose some or all of these 
questions to answer and discuss: 

1. On a scale of 1 to 10 (with 1 being ghastly and 10 being great), how good are you at 
keeping secrets?  

2 .  What did the angel tell John to do with the little scroll? (10:9)  
3 .  What happened when John ate the scroll? (10:10)  
4 .  What is the last thing John was told at this time? (10:11)  
5 .  What do you think is symbolized by John’s eating the scroll of God’s words and finding it 

sweet in his mouth and sour in his stomach?  
6 .  In what situations has God’s Word ever tasted sweet at first hearing but then sour as 

you "digested" it?  
7 .  What step can you take this week to help you internalize what you have heard from 

God’s Word?  

Life Application Bible Notes 
 
10:1-6 The purpose of this mighty angel is clear—to announce the final judgments on the earth. 
His right foot on the sea and left foot on the land (10:2) indicate that his words deal with all 
creation, not just a limited part as did the seal and trumpet judgments. The seventh trumpet 
(11:15) will usher in the seven bowl judgments, which will bring an end to the present world. 
When this universal judgment comes, God's truth will prevail. 
10:2 We see two scrolls in Revelation. The first contains a revelation of judgments against evil 
(5:1ff). The contents of the second small scroll are not indicated, but it also may contain a 
revelation of judgment. 
10:2 This powerful angel conveyed his high rank and his authority from God by straddling the 
land and the sea. His huge size contrasts with the smallness of God's enemies. When things are 
going badly in your life, remember that this angel represents the kind of power that is on your 
side. God's angelic forces are with you (Matthew 18:10; Hebrews 1:14). Keep your problems in 
their proper perspective by remembering that God's power is available to you to deal with your 
problems. 
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10:4 Throughout history people have wanted to know what would happen in the future, and 
God reveals some of it in this book. But John was stopped from revealing certain parts of his 
vision. An angel also told the prophet Daniel that some visions he saw were not to be revealed 
yet to everyone (Daniel 12:9), and Jesus told his disciples that the time of the end is known by 
no one but God (Mark 13:32, 33). God has revealed all we need to know to live for him now. In 
our desire to be ready for the end, we must not place more emphasis on speculation about the 
last days than on living for God while we wait. 
10:7 By saying that "God's mysterious plan will be fulfilled," John was pointing to God's removal 
of all evil and the final exaltation of Christ as Lord. This pronouncement would bring fear to 
God's enemies. For God's chosen ones, however, it would bring hope and peace. Do you really 
long for Christ's return? Do you long for God and his people to be vindicated? Believers ought 
to pray for God's justice to be carried out and his plan fulfilled. We should want Christ to come 
because of the triumph of his Kingdom—not because things are bad or because we want out of 
our struggles. Pray expectantly for the fulfillment of God's plan. 
10:9, 10 The prophet Ezekiel also had a vision in which he was told to eat a scroll filled with 
judgments against the nation of Israel (Ezekiel 3:1ff). The taste was sweet in his mouth, but the 
scroll's contents brought destruction—just like the scroll John was told to eat. God's Word is 
sweet to us as believers because it brings encouragement, but it sours our stomach because of 
the coming judgment we must pronounce on unbelievers. 
 

Study Revelation 11:1-14, “The Two Witnesses.” Choose some or all of these questions to 
answer and discuss: 

1. Why do you think so many people are gleeful to learn of the moral failures of prominent 
Christians?  

2. What important "end times" individuals are mentioned in this passage and what will be 
their mission? (11:3-6)  

3. What will happen to the two witnesses when they have finished their God-ordained 
ministry? (11:7)  

4. What will take place in the three and a half days after the two witnesses die? (11:8-10)  
5. What do the events in this passage tell us about the world?  
6. What encouragement for Christians today does the story of the two witnesses offer? 
7. What can you do to show your support this week for ministers, evangelists, and 

Christian leaders?  

Life Application Bible Notes 

11:1ff This Temple is most likely a symbol of the church (all true believers), because there will 
be no Temple in the new Jerusalem (21:22). John measured the Temple to show that God is 
building walls of protection around his people to spare them from spiritual harm, and that 
there is a place reserved for all believers who remain faithful to God. 
11:1, 2 Those worshiping inside the Temple will be protected spiritually, but those outside will 
face great suffering. This is a way of saying that true believers will be protected through 
persecution, but those who refuse to believe will be destroyed. 
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11:3 These two witnesses bear strong resemblance to Moses and Elijah, two of God's mighty 
prophets. With God's power, Moses called plagues down upon the nation of Egypt (see Exodus 
7-11). Elijah defeated the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18). Both of these men appeared with Christ 
at his transfiguration (see Matthew 17:1-7). 
11:3 In the book of Revelation, numbers are likely to have symbolic rather than literal 
meanings. The 42 months or 1,260 days equal 31/2 years. As half of the perfect number 7, 31/2 
can indicate incompletion, imperfection, or even evil. Notice the events predicted for this time 
period: there is trouble (Daniel 12:7), the holy city is trampled (11:2), the woman takes refuge 
in the wilderness (12:6), and the devil-inspired beast exercises his authority (13:5). Some 
commentators link the 31/2 years with the period of famine in the days of Elijah (Luke 4:25; 
James 5:17). Since Malachi predicted the return of Elijah before the Last Judgment (Malachi 
4:5), and since the events in Daniel and Revelation pave the way for the Second Coming, 
perhaps John was making this connection. It is possible, of course, that the 31/2 years are literal. 
If so, we will clearly recognize when the 31/2 years are over! Whether symbolic or literal, 
however, they indicate that evil's reign will have a definite end. 
11:7 This beast could be Satan or an agent of Satan. 
11:8, 9 Jerusalem, once the great city and the capital of Israel, is now enemy territory. It is 
compared with Sodom and with Egypt, both well known for their evil. By the time of John's 
writing, Jerusalem had been destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D., nearly a million Jews had 
been slaughtered, and the Temple treasures had been carried off to Rome. 
11:10 As representatives of every believer who has witnessed for Jesus Christ, the two final, 
faithful witnesses are a picture of both invincibility and vulnerability. They win, they lose, they 
win again. Truth remains victorious, even though human channels fall. Their message—and 
God's plan—march on in spite of death, for even death proves to be a defeated foe. 
Seldom do we face the possibility of death when we share our faith. Why should Satan threaten 
our lives when fear of embarrassment or rejection is enough to keep us silent? But if Jesus has 
truly changed our lives, we will find a way to let others know. Not to witness represents more 
than just fear; it also reveals selfishness. Have those near you heard what Jesus has done for 
you? 
11:13 The ultimate goal of God's saving plan is that everything in creation will glorify him. 
"Glory" refers to the splendor, radiance, and magnificence of God. It refers not only to God in 
his essential nature but to the praiseworthy effects of what God has accomplished. We glorify 
God because his glory is true and real, and we acknowledge his greatness. In so doing, we see 
our rightful position as his servants. When we glorify him in our singing, our speaking, and our 
living, we experience some of his transcendence and thus edify and uplift our own spirits. 
Glorifying God prompts us to moral action and loving service. 
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Study Revelation 11:15-19, “The Seventh Trumpet.” Choose some or all of these questions to 
answer and discuss: 

1. What are you most thankful for?  
2. What did the voices say about the world? (11:15)  
3. Why were the elders thankful to God? (11:17)  
4. Who did the elders describe as deserving a reward? (11:18)  
5. How is the promise that God will reign over the earth significant to you?  
6. For what do we have to be thankful to God?  
7. For what spiritual and material blessings will you spend some time today thanking God? 

How?  
 
Life Application Bible Notes 
 
11:15 The seventh trumpet is sounded, announcing the arrival of the King. There is now no 
turning back. The coming judgments are no longer partial but complete in their destruction. 
God is in control, and he unleashes his full wrath on the evil world that refuses to turn to him 
(9:20, 21). When his wrath begins, there will be no escape. 
11:16 For more on the 24 elders, see the note on 4:4. 
11:18 In the Bible, God gives rewards to his people according to what they deserve. Throughout 
the Old Testament, obedience often brought reward in this life (Deuteronomy 28), but 
obedience and immediate reward are not always linked. If they were, good people would 
always be rich, and suffering would always be a sign of sin. If we were quickly rewarded for 
every faithful deed, we would soon think we were pretty good. Before long, we would be doing 
many good deeds for purely selfish reasons. While it is true that God will reward us for our 
earthly deeds (see 20:12), our greatest reward will be eternal life in his presence. 
11:19 In Old Testament days, the Ark of the Covenant was the most sacred treasure of the 
Israelite nation. For more information about the Ark, see the note on Exodus 37:1. 
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