
 
 

 
 
Week  Four  –  Revelat ion  6-7  
 
Community  Group Study Guide  for  the  week  of  March 14,  2021 
 
S u g g e s t e d  R e a d i n g :  R e v e l a t i o n  6 - 7  p r i o r  t o  m e e t i n g :  “ The Seals and the 

144,000.” 

S t u d y  R e v e l a t i o n  6 : 1 - 1 7 .  C h o o s e  s o m e  o r  a l l  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  t o  
a n s w e r  a n d  d i s c u s s :  

1. Given the human power and authority, what would you do to try to bring about lasting 
peace and prosperity on earth?  

2 .  What question did the martyrs ask God? (6:10)  
3 .  What answer was given the slain ones? (6:11)  
4 .  How did the inhabitants of earth respond to the events unleashed by the breaking of 

the seals? (6:15-17)  
5 .  How does reading this passage make you feel?  
6 .  What does God want us to do as we wait for Him to judge the earth?  
7 .  How can you encourage a faithful Christian today who is being persecuted for following 

Christ?  

Life Application Bible Notes - Rev 6:1-17 

Chapter 6 
6:1ff This is the first of three seven-part judgments. The trumpets (chapters 8-9) and the bowls 
(chapter 16) are the other two. As each seal is opened, Christ the Lamb sets in motion events 
that will bring about the end of human history. This scroll is not completely opened until the 
seventh seal is broken (8:1). The contents of the scroll reveal humanity's depravity and portray 
God's authority over the events of human history. 
6:2ff Four horses appear as the first four seals are opened. The horses represent God's 
judgment of people's sin and rebellion. God is directing human history—even using his enemies 
to accomplish his purposes. The four horses are a foretaste of the final judgments yet to come. 
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Some view this chapter as a parallel to the Olivet Discourse (see Matthew 24). The imagery of 
four horses is also found in Zechariah 6:1-8. 
6:2-8 Each of the four horses is a different color. Some assume that the white horse represents 
victory and that its rider must be Christ (because Christ later rides to victory on a white horse—
19:11). But because the other three horses relate to judgment and destruction, this rider on a 
white horse would most likely not be Christ. The four are part of the unfolding judgment of 
God, and it would be premature for Christ to ride forth as conqueror. The other horses 
represent different kinds of judgment: red for warfare and bloodshed; black for famine; pale 
green for death. The high prices of wheat and barley illustrate famine conditions. But the worst 
is yet to come. 
6:4 Complete peace will only come when Christ returns. The picture in Revelation of the coming 
persecutions and natural disasters is gloomy, but ultimately it is cause for great joy. When 
believers see these events happening, they will know that their Messiah's return is coming 
soon, and they can look forward to his reign of justice and peace. Rather than being terrified by 
what is happening in our world, we should confidently await Christ's return to bring justice and 
restoration to his people. 
6:8 It is not clear whether "the Grave" was on a separate horse than Death or merely rode 
along with Death, but the riders described in verses 2-8 are commonly referred to as the four 
horsemen of the Apocalypse. The four riders are given power over one-fourth of the earth, 
indicating that God is still limiting his judgment—it is not yet complete. With these judgments 
there is still time for unbelievers to turn to Christ and away from their sin. In this case, the 
limited punishment not only demonstrates God's wrath on sin but also his merciful love in 
giving people yet another opportunity to turn to him before he brings final judgment. We must 
not presume upon God's patience. Our repentance must be visible and authentic. In what ways 
does your life reflect new and different behavior? 
6:9 The altar represents the altar of sacrifice in the Temple, where animals were sacrificed to 
atone for sins. Instead of the animals' blood at the base of the altar, John saw the souls of 
martyrs who had died for preaching the Good News. These martyrs were told that still more 
would lose their lives for their belief in Christ (6:11). In the face of warfare, famine, persecution, 
and death, Christians will be called on to stand firmly for what they believe. Only those who 
endure to the end will be rewarded by God (Mark 13:13). 
6:9-11 The martyrs are eager for God to bring justice to the earth, but they are told to wait. 
God is not waiting until a certain number is reached, but he is promising that those who suffer 
and die for their faith will not be forgotten. Rather, they will be singled out by God for special 
honor. We may wish for justice immediately, as these martyrs did, but we must be patient. God 
works according to his own timetable, and he promises justice. No suffering for the sake of 
God's Kingdom, however, is wasted. 
6:10 The martyrs call out to God, "How long will it be before you judge the people who belong 
to this world and avenge our blood for what they have done to us?" As we see the world's 
wickedness, we, too, may cry out to God, "How long?" In the following chapters, the judgment 
comes at last. We may be distressed and impatient, but God has his plan and his timing, and we 
must learn to trust him to know what is best. Judgment is coming—be sure of that. Thank God 
for the time he has given you to turn from sin. Use the available time to work to help others 
turn to him. 
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6:12 The sixth seal changes the scene back to the physical world. The first five judgments were 
directed toward specific areas, but this judgment is universal. Everyone will be afraid when the 
earth itself trembles. 
6:15-17 At the sight of God sitting on the throne, all human beings, great and small, will be 
terrified, calling for the mountains to fall on them so that they will not have to face the 
judgment of the Lamb. This vivid picture was not intended to frighten believers. For them, the 
Lamb is a gentle Savior. But those kings, rulers, and generals and other powerful people who 
previously showed no fear of God and arrogantly flaunted their unbelief will find that they were 
wrong, and in that day they will have to face God's wrath. No one who has rejected God can 
survive the day of his wrath, but those who belong to Christ will receive a reward rather than 
punishment. Do you belong to Christ? If so, you need not fear these final days. 

S t u d y  R e v e l a t i o n  7 : 1 - 8 .  C h o o s e  s o m e  o r  a l l  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  t o  a n s w e r  
a n d  d i s c u s s :  

1. What forms of identification do you typically carry?  
2. What did the angel from the east have in his possession? (7:2)  
3. When were the angels given permission to "harm the land and the sea"? (7:3)  
4. What people were marked? How? (7:4)  
5. How has God marked or sealed His people?  
6. What mark of ownership is there in your life-style that shows God’s possession of your 

life?  
7. How do you need to alter your routine to reflect the fact that God owns every area of 

your life?  
 

Life Application Bible Notes - Rev 7:1-8 

Chapter 7 
7:1ff The sixth seal has been opened, and the people of the earth have tried to hide from God, 
saying, "Who is able to survive?" (6:12-17). Just when all hope seems lost, four angels hold back 
the four winds of judgment until God's people are sealed as his own. Only then will God open 
the seventh seal (8:1). 
7:2 A seal on a scroll or document identified and protected its contents. God places his own seal 
on his followers, identifying them as his own and guaranteeing his protection over their souls. 
This shows how valuable we are to him. Our physical bodies may be beaten, maimed, or even 
destroyed, but nothing can harm our souls when we have been sealed by God. See Ephesians 
1:13 for the seal of the Holy Spirit. 
7:3 God's seal is placed on the foreheads of his servants. This seal is the exact opposite of the 
mark of the beast explained in 13:16. These two marks place the people in two distinct 
categories—those owned by God and those owned by Satan. 
7:4-8 The number 144,000 is 12 x 12 x 1,000, symbolizing completeness—all God's followers 
will be brought safely to him; not one will be overlooked or forgotten. God seals these believers 
either by withdrawing them from the earth (this is called the Rapture) or by giving them special 
strength and courage to make it through this time of great persecution. Even though many 
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believers have to undergo persecution, the seal does not necessarily guarantee protection from 
physical harm—many will die (see 6:11)—but God will protect them from spiritual harm. No 
matter what happens, they will be brought to their reward of eternal life. Their destiny is 
secure. These believers will not fall away from God even though they may undergo intense 
persecution. 
This is not saying that 144,000 individuals must be sealed before the persecution comes, but 
that when persecution begins, the faithful will have already been sealed (marked by God), and 
they will remain true to him until the end. 
7:4-8 This is a different list from the usual listing of the 12 tribes in the Old Testament, because 
it is a symbolic list of God's true followers. (1) Judah is mentioned first because Judah is both 
the tribe of David and of Jesus the Messiah (Genesis 49:8-12; Matthew 1:1). (2) Levi had no 
tribal allotment because of the Levites' work for God in the Temple (Deuteronomy 18:1), but 
here the tribe is given a place as a reward for faithfulness. (3) Dan is not mentioned because it 
was known for rebellion and idolatry, traits unacceptable for God's followers (Genesis 49:17). 
(4) The two tribes representing Joseph (usually called Ephraim and Manasseh, after Joseph's 
sons) are here called Joseph and Manasseh because of Ephraim's rebellion. See Genesis 49 for 
the story of the beginning of these 12 tribes. 
 

S t u d y  R e v e l a t i o n  7 : 9 - 1 7 .  C h o o s e  s o m e  o r  a l l  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  t o  
a n s w e r  a n d  d i s c u s s :  

1. What are some things about earth you won’t miss in heaven?  
2. How did the elder explain the identity of those wearing the white robes? (7:14)  
3. What is the main job of the believers who come out of the great tribulation? (7:15)  
4. What blessings await those who are martyred in the great tribulation? (7:16-17)  
5. What does it mean to you that "a great multitude" will serve God day and night in His 

heavenly temple?  
6. What new insights into the character of God does this passage give you?  
7. What step can you take this week to praise and thank God more consistently?  

 
Life Application Bible Notes - Rev 7:9-17 

7:9 Who is this vast crowd? While some interpreters identify it as the martyrs described in 6:9, 
it may also be the same group as the 144,000 just mentioned (7:4-8). The 144,000 were sealed 
by God before the great time of persecution; the vast crowd was brought to eternal life, as God 
had promised. Before, they were being prepared; now, they are victorious. This crowd in 
heaven is composed of all those who remained faithful to God throughout the generations. No 
true believer ever need worry about which group he or she will be in. God includes and protects 
each of us, and we are guaranteed a place in his presence. 
7:10 People try many methods to remove the guilt of sin—good deeds, intellectual pursuits, 
and even casting blame on others. The crowd in heaven however, praises God, saying that 
salvation comes from him and from the Lamb. Salvation from sin's penalty can come only 
through Jesus Christ. Have you had the guilt of sin removed in the only way possible? 
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7:11 More information about the elders is found in the note on 4:4. The four living beings are 
explained further in the note on 4:6, 7. 
7:14 "The great tribulation" has been explained in several ways. Some believe it refers to the 
suffering of believers through the ages; others believe that there is a specific time of intense 
tribulation yet to come. In either case, these believers come through their times of suffering by 
remaining loyal to God. Because they remain faithful, God will give them eternal life with him 
(7:17). 
7:14 It is difficult to imagine how blood could make any cloth white, but the blood of Jesus 
Christ is the world's greatest purifier because it removes the stain of sin. White symbolizes 
sinless perfection or holiness, which can be given to people only by the death of the sinless 
Lamb of God on our behalf. This is a picture of how we are saved through faith (see Isaiah 1:18; 
Romans 3:21-26). 
7:16, 17 God will provide for his children's needs in their eternal home where there will be no 
hunger, thirst, or pain, and he will wipe away all tears. When you are suffering or torn apart by 
sorrow, take comfort in this promise of complete protection and relief. 
7:17 In verses 1-8 we see the believers receiving a seal to protect them through a time of great 
tribulation and suffering; in verses 9-17 we see the believers finally with God in heaven. All who 
have been faithful through the ages are singing before God's throne. Their tribulations and 
sorrows are over: no more tears for sin, for all sins are forgiven; no more tears for suffering, for 
all suffering is over; no more tears for death, for all believers have been resurrected to die no 
more. 
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