
 
 

 
 
Week  Two  –  Revelat ion  2-3  ( focus  on  3 :7 -13,  Ph i lad elphia)  
 
Community  Group Study Guide  for  the  week  of  Feb.  28 ,  2021 

 

S u g g e s t e d  R e a d i n g :  R e v e l a t i o n  2 - 3  p r i o r  t o  m e e t i n g .  “ L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  
C h u r c h e s ”  

(The following are notes from Teacher’s Commentary) 
 
John was instructed to write what he had seen, and then wrote these letters to the seven 
churches. These are historic churches that existed in John's day. Each was marked by the 
characteristics the letter describes. Yet in these churches we see pictures of our congregations 
of today. Some commentators have also felt they found a portrait of church history—with each 
of the seven churches representing a different development in the Christian era, from New 
Testament times to the present. 
 
What is more important for our understanding of these two chapters is to keep in mind again 
that the Book of Revelation is primarily a revelation of Jesus Christ. The most important 

question we can ask is, "What does this passage tell of Him and my 
relationship with Him?" If we ask this question we're struck by the fact that John's 

vision of Christ as Judge places Him among the lampstands, and the lampstands are the seven 
churches. Jesus may not be visible in our congregations in all His glory. But He is among us! We 
sense Jesus' presence in these letters, and we also see something of the way we are to respond 
in view of His presence. If we can catch a glimpse of Jesus among us in all His glory, we will 
respond to the pressures of wealth, poverty, or persecution in the way these early churches 
were exhorted to respond. As we see through faith what John saw, our confidence in the power 
of God and our freedom to live committed lives will grow. 
  



R e a d  a n d  S t u d y  R e v e l a t i o n  3 : 7 - 1 3  a t  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p  m e e t i n g  

Open It 

1. What are some examples of progress we’ve seen in the last ten years?  
2. What groups would you cite as the biggest present-day enemies of the church?  

Explore It 

5. Who spoke these words and instructed John to write them down? (3:7)  
6. What church was the focus of this letter from Jesus? (3:7)  
7. How did the speaker in this passage identify Himself? (3:7)  
8. What did Christ say about His power? (3:7)  
9. What humbling act did Jesus say He would force the enemies of the church of 

Philadelphia to perform? (3:9)  
10. What worldwide event was predicted by Christ? Why will the world experience an "hour 

of trial"? (3:10)  
11. What was promised to the church at Philadelphia because of its patient endurance? 

(3:10)  
12. How did Jesus instruct the believers in Philadelphia to prepare for His coming? (3:11)  
13. What did Jesus promise at the conclusion of this letter? (3:11-12)  
14. How did Jesus challenge us? (3:11-13)  
15. What promises were made to "him who overcomes" in Philadelphia? (3:12)  
16. In addition to the church at Philadelphia, who else was encouraged to heed this 

message? (3:13)  

Get It 

17. What do you think about the idea that the world is getting better and better?  
18. What difference does it make to you that Christ is "holy and true"?  
19. How can we obey Christ and keep standing up for Him even when we are physically 

exhausted?  
20. How might you persuade a friend that Christ is the ultimate power in the universe?  
21. What can we do to prepare for Christ’s return?  
22. Why can we rejoice even when we are persecuted by hostile anti-God forces?  
23. Who are some of the "pillars" of your church (faithful, godly members who give their full 

support)?  
24. Why are some Christians seemingly more able or better equipped to "endure 

patiently"?  
25. What advice would you give to a Christian friend who expressed physical exhaustion and 

a lack of spiritual strength?  
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Apply It 

26. How can you share what you have learned so far in Revelation with a non-Christian 
friend who is looking for spiritual answers?  

27. How can you pray this week as a result of your study?  
28. In what areas of your life do you need to turn away from wrong attitudes?  
29. Where can you go for the encouragement you need to keep walking with Christ in a 

hostile world?  

Life Application Bible Notes - Rev 3:7-13 
 
3:7 Philadelphia was founded by the citizens of Pergamum. The community was built in a 
frontier area as a gateway to the central plateau of Asia Minor. Philadelphia's residents kept 
barbarians out of the region and brought in Greek culture and language. The city was destroyed 
by an earthquake in A.D. 17, and aftershocks kept the people so worried that most of them 
lived outside the city limits. 
 
3:7 The "key of David" represents Christ's authority to open the door into his future Kingdom. 
After the door is opened, no one can close it—salvation is assured. Once it is closed, no one can 
open it—judgment is certain. 
 
3:10 Some believe that "I will protect you from the great time of testing" means there will be a 
future time of great tribulation from which true believers will be spared. Others interpret this 
to mean that the church will go through the time of tribulation and that God will keep them 
strong in the midst of it. Still others believe this refers to times of great distress in general, the 
church's suffering through the ages. We cannot interpret from this verse when or for how long 
Christians will experience the "great time of testing." Today, millions of Christians are suffering 
and dying at the hands of godless tyrants throughout the world. To them, the time of testing 
has already begun. Whenever Christians suffer, Christ promises protection of their eternal souls 
(see Luke 21:17-19). 
 
3:11 Christians have differing gifts, abilities, experience, and maturity. God doesn't expect us all 
to be and act the same, but he does expect us to "hold on" to what we have, to persevere in 
using our resources for him. The Philadelphians are commended for their effort to obey (3:8) 
and encouraged to hold tightly to whatever strength they have. You may be a new believer and 
feel that your faith and spiritual strength are little. Use what you have to live for Christ, and 
God will commend you. 
 
3:12 The new Jerusalem is the future dwelling of the people of God (21:2). We will have a new 
citizenship in God's future Kingdom. Everything will be new, pure, and secure. 
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Note from Koko on Revelation chapters 2 and 3 

“These churches were in such different states as to purity of doctrine and the power of godliness, that the 

words of Christ to them will always suit the cases of other churches, and professors.   The church of 

Ephesus is commended for diligence in duty. Christ keeps an account of every hour's work his servants do 

for him, and their labor shall not be in vain in the Lord.  Surely this mention in Scripture, of Christians 

forsaking their first love, reproves those who speak of it with carelessness, and thus try to excuse 

indifference and sloth in themselves and others; our Savior considers this indifference as sinful. 

In a situation of trials, the church of Pergamos had not denied the faith, either by open apostacy, or by 

giving way to denial of their faith, so as, to avoid the cross. Christ commends their steadfastness, but 

reproves their sinful failures. A wrong view, of gospel doctrine and Christian liberty, was a root of 

bitterness from which evil practices grew. Repentance is the duty of churches and bodies of humans, as 

well as of particular persons; those who sin together, should repent together. 

Here is praise of the ministry and people of Thyatira, by One who knew the principles from which they 

acted. They grew wiser and better. All Christians should earnestly desire that their last works may be 

their best works. Yet this church connived at some wicked seducers. God is known by the judgments he 

executes; and by this upon seducers, he shows his certain knowledge of the hearts of men, of their 

principles, designs, frame, and temper. Encouragement is given to those who kept themselves pure and 

undefiled. 

Hypocrisy, and lamentable decay in religion, are sins charged upon Sardis, by One who knew that church 

well, and all her works. Outward things appeared well to others, but there was only the form of 

godliness, not the power; a name to live, not a principle of life.  Our Lord called upon them to be watchful 

against their enemies, and to be active and earnest in their duties; and to endeavor, in dependence on 

the grace of the Holy Spirit, to revive and strengthen the faith and spiritual affections of those yet alive to 

God, though in a declining state.   

The church in Philadelphia was commended; yet with a gentle reproof. Although Christ accepts a little 

strength, yet believers must not rest satisfied in a little, but strive to grow in grace, to be strong in faith, 

giving glory to God. Christ can discover this his favor to his people, so that their enemies shall be forced 

to acknowledge it. 

Laodicea was the last and worst of the seven churches of Asia.  One cause of their indifference and 

inconsistency in religion is, self-conceit and self-delusion; "Because thou sayest." What a difference 

between their thoughts of themselves, and the thoughts Christ had of them! How careful should we be 

not to cheat our owns souls! There are many in hell, who once thought themselves far along the way to 

heaven. Let us beg of God that we may not be left to flatter and deceive ourselves.  Christ lets them know 

where they might have true riches, and how they might have them. Some things must be parted with, 

but nothing valuable; and it is only to make room for receiving true riches.”  Matthew Henry Rev. 2&3 

In Matthew 25:14 Jesus began to describe what the Kingdom of God is like and He used the parables of 

the talents and the 10 Virgins.  This is a link to a commentary written by John W. Ritenbaugh for the 

Berean Bible.  As I read these letters to the 7 churches, I am struck by how these letters or messages do 

not carry any new information or prophecy; rather they are a repetition of things Jesus said years 

earlier.  Here, and in the rest of the Bible, God’s revelation of himself is stunningly consistent.  God is 

faithful!  I pray blessings on your leadership and times of study. 

In His Hands, Koko 
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