
 
 
Part  Two  –  Worship ing  Jesus  (2  Peter  1 :1 -11)  
 
Community  Group Study Guide  for  the  week  of  Jan .  31 ,  2021 

Open It 

1. What character qualities do you find most attractive in other people?  
2. What do people often do to "grow" intellectually, culturally, or in some similar way?  
3. If you could be better at one thing, what would you want to improve?  

Explore It 

4. Who wrote 2 Peter? (1:1)  
5. To whom was 2 Peter written? (1:1)  
6. What did Peter say had been given to his audience? (1:3)  
7. How do God’s people benefit from the promises God has given them? (1:4)  
8. What did Peter urge his readers to add to their faith? (1:5-7)  
9. How did Peter encourage his audience? (1:5-7)  
10. What would be the result of possessing godly character in increasing measure? (1:8)  
11. What happens to the person who does not possess godly qualities? (1:9)  
12. What did Peter want his audience to be eager to do? Why? (1:10-11)  
13. What happens when we pursue the qualities Peter described? (1:11)  

Get It 

14. How equipped do you feel for life and godliness?  
15. What is the relationship between knowledge of God and Christ and spiritual growth?  
16. Which of the character qualities that Peter listed do you find the most difficult to 

practice? 
17. Which of the qualities listed by Peter do you consider to be the most important to add 

to your faith? Why?  
18. What does it mean to be ineffective and unproductive?  
19. How can the qualities Peter mentioned keep us from being ineffective and 

unproductive?  
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20. Why is it easy to forget what God has done for us?  
21. How can someone make his or her calling and election sure?  
22. Which of the qualities listed do you want most to add to your faith?  

Apply It 

23. How have I seen the Lord grow my soul recently? 
24. Where do I need to continue to make an effort to supplement my faith? (note: this 

is NOT an effort to earn favor from God, but how can I ask the Lord to help me 
grow?) 

25. How can remembering the good news of Jesus restore my spiritual sight and help 
free me to worship? 

26. What is one step I can take this week to worship the Lord in spirit and in truth?  

Life Application Bible Notes - 2 Peter 1:1-11 
 
1:1 First Peter was written just before the time that the Roman emperor Nero 
began his persecution of Christians. Second Peter was written two or three years 
later (between A.D. 66 and 68), after persecution had intensified. First Peter was a 
letter of encouragement to the Christians who suffered, but 2 Peter focuses on 
the church's internal problems, especially on the false teachers who were causing 
people to doubt their faith and turn away from Christianity. Second Peter 
combats their heresies by denouncing the evil motives of the false teachers and 
reaffirming Christianity's truths—the authority of Scripture, the primacy of faith, 
and the certainty of Christ's return. 
 
1:2 Many believers want an abundance of God's grace and peace, but they are 
unwilling to put forth the effort to get to know him better through Bible study and 
prayer. To enjoy the privileges God offers us freely, we must grow in our 
knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord. 
 
1:3, 4 The power to lead a godly life comes from God. Because we don't have the 
resources to be truly godly, God allows us to "share his divine nature" in order to 
keep us from sin and help us live for him. When we are born again, God by his 
Spirit empowers us with his own goodness. See John 3:6; 14:17-23; 2 Corinthians 
5:21; and 1 Peter 1:22, 23. 
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1:5-9 Faith must be more than belief in certain facts; it must result in action, 
growth in Christian character, and the practice of moral discipline, or it will die 
away (James 2:14-17). Peter lists several of faith's actions: learning to know God 
better, developing perseverance, doing God's will, loving others. These actions do 
not come automatically; they require hard work. They are not optional; all of 
them must be a continual part of the Christian life. We don't finish one and start 
on the next, but we work on them all together. God empowers and enables us, 
but he also gives us the responsibility to learn and to grow. 
 
1:6 False teachers were saying that self-control was not needed because deeds do 
not help the believer anyway (2:19). It is true that deeds cannot save us, but it is 
absolutely false to think they are unimportant. We are saved so that we can grow 
to resemble Christ and serve others. God wants to produce his character in us. 
But to do this, he demands our discipline and effort. As we obey Christ, who 
guides us by his Spirit, we will develop self-control not only with respect to food 
and drink but also with respect to our emotions. 
 
1:9 Our faith must go beyond what we believe; it must become a dynamic part of 
all we do, resulting in good fruit and spiritual maturity. Salvation does not depend 
on good deeds, but it results in good deeds. A person who claims to be saved 
while remaining unchanged does not understand faith or what God has done for 
him or her. 
 
1:10 Peter wanted to rouse the complacent believers who had listened to the 
false teachers and believed that because salvation is not based on good deeds 
they could live any way they wanted. If you truly belong to the Lord, Peter wrote, 
your hard work will prove it. If you're not working to develop the qualities listed in 
1:5-7, you may not belong to him. If you are the Lord's—and your hard work 
backs up your claim to be chosen by God—you will be able to resist the lure of 
false teaching or glamorous sin. What does your life say about your faith? 
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