
 
 
Part  One  -  Matur ing  & Mult ip ly ing  
 
Community  Group Study Guide  for  the  week  of  Jan .  24 ,  2021  

 

The Calling of the First Disciples - Luke 5:1-11 

Open It 

1. What is your favorite "fish story"?  
2. What qualities does your favorite leader possess?  
3. When have you participated in a project at which everyone worked very hard, only to 

experience failure? 
4. Question of the Day: What is a personal priority/goal you have for 2021? 

Explore It 

4. In what setting did Jesus find Himself? (5:1)  
5. Why were the people crowding around Jesus? (5:1)  
6. What were the owners of the boats doing nearby? (5:2)  
7. What did Jesus use to create a little space between Himself and the crowd? (5:2-3)  
8. Whose boat did Jesus choose for His podium? (5:3)  
9. What did Jesus suggest to Simon following His message? (5:4)  
10. How did Simon reply to Jesus’ instructions to cast their nets again? (5:4-5) 
11. What happened when Simon lowered his nets into the water? (5:6)  
12. When Simon saw their nets were tearing from the weight of fish in them, what did he 

do? (5:7)  
13. How did Simon react when he realized Jesus had just done a miracle for them? (5:8-9)  
14. Who were Simon’s partners? (5:10)  
15. How did Jesus speak to the men’s fears? (5:10)  
16. How did Simon and the others respond to Jesus’ invitation? (5:11)  
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Get It 

17. How did Jesus test Simon? 
18. In what way did Jesus test Simon’s faith?  
19. What does God expect us to do when obeying Him does not yield any immediate 

benefit?  
20. In what way is Simon’s reaction to Jesus’ miracle an example for us to follow?  
21. What do we have to "leave behind" in order to follow Christ today?  
22. How does a person go about being a fisher of men?  

Apply It / Discussion Questions: 

23. What do I struggle to leave behind in order to fully follow Jesus?  
24. Where do I sense my faith needs to mature this year? 
25. What is my plan for maturity? 
26. How might Jesus want to multiply faith through me this year? 

 
Life Application Bible Notes - Luke 5:1-11 
 
5:2 Fishermen on the Sea of Galilee used nets, often bell-shaped ones with lead weights around 
the edges. A net would be thrown flat onto the water, and the lead weights would cause it to 
sink around the fish. Then the fishermen would pull on a cord, drawing the net around the fish. 
Nets had to be kept in good condition, so they would be washed to remove weeds and then 
mended. 
 
5:8 Simon Peter was awestruck at this miracle, and his first response was to realize his own 
insignificance in comparison to this man's greatness. Peter knew that Jesus had healed the sick 
and driven out demons, but he was amazed that Jesus cared about his day-to-day routine and 
understood his needs. God is interested not only in saving us but also in helping us in our daily 
activities. 
 
5:11 God has two requirements for coming to him. Like Peter, we must recognize our own 
sinfulness. Then, like these fishermen, we must realize that we can't save ourselves and that we 
need help. If we know that Jesus is the only one who can help us, we will be ready to leave 
everything and follow him. 
 
5:11 This was the disciples' second call. After the first call (Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20), 
Peter, Andrew, James, and John had gone back to fishing. They continued to watch Jesus, 
however, as he established his authority in the synagogue, healed the sick, and drove out 
demons. Here he also established his authority in their lives—he met them on their level and 
helped them in their work. From this point on, they left their nets and remained with Jesus. For 
us, following Jesus means more than just acknowledging him as Savior. We must leave our past 
behind and commit our future to him. 
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Notes from Koko:  

As we put 2020 behind us and we look forward, with expectations of better times, I believe we need to 

remember, again, how the Lord is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow.  The same Lord that 

blessed, comforted and carried us through 2020 is the Lord that Peter speaks to in this chapter of the 

book by Luke.  Most of us are very familiar with the story of the calling of the Apostles.  It is helpful to 

notice a couple of interesting things that happened before this event and in the middle of it, too. 

“Luke’s story of Jesus calling the first disciples is unique among the synoptic Gospels. 
 
While Mark and Matthew speak of Jesus walking along the Sea of Galilee and abruptly calling 
Simon, Andrew, James, and John to follow him (Matt 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20), only Luke tells the 
story of a miraculous catch of fish preceding the call. Luke’s story shares common elements with 
John’s post-resurrection story of Jesus meeting his disciples at the Sea of Galilee.  
 
In Luke’s Gospel, this is not Simon’s first encounter with Jesus. Jesus has already been to Simon’s 
home in Capernaum and has healed his mother-in-law (Luke 4:38-39). Perhaps that explains 
Simon’s willingness to let Jesus use his fishing boat as a floating pulpit and his growing 
recognition of Jesus being the Christ.”  Working Preacher 1/20/2013 
 
Reading this opened my understanding of how Jesus had begun to strengthen His relationship 
with these men before He called them into service.  Building trust and awareness of Himself set 
these disciples up to make, what I think was, the best decision of their and our lives. 
 
Below are some interesting details about this calling event: 
 
“Lake of Gennesaret: This same inland lake is generally called ‘the Sea of Galilee’ (Matthew 
15:29, &c.).   In our Lord’s time it was covered with a gay and numerous, fleet of 4000 vessels, 
from ships of war down to fishing boats; now it is often difficult to find a single crazy boat, even 
at Tiberias, and the Arabs fish mainly by throwing poisoned breadcrumbs into the water near 
the shore. As four great roads communicated with the Lake it became a meeting-place for men 
of many nations—Jews, Galileeans, Syrians, Phoenicians, Arabs, Greeks and Romans.   
 
If we combine these notices with those in Mark 1:16-20; Matthew 4:18-22, we must suppose 
that during a discourse of Jesus the four disciples were fishing with a drawnet (amphiblestron) 
not far from the shore, and within hearing of His voice; and that the rest of the incident (here 
narrated) took place on the morning after. The disciples had spent the night in fruitless labour, 
and now Peter and Andrew were washing, and James and John mending, their castingnets 
(diktua), because they felt that it was useless to go on, since night is the best time for fishing.   

 
Luke 5:7 

 
And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and 
help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. 
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7. they beckoned] It is one of the inimitable touches of truthfulness in the narrative that the 
instinct of work prevails at first over the sense that a miraculous power has been exerted.   
 
Depart from me] The words imply leave my boat (exelthe) and go from me. Here again is the 
stamp of truthfulness. Anyone inventing the scene would have made Peter kneel in thankfulness 
or adoration, but they would have missed the strange psychological truthfulness of the sense of 
sin painfully educed by the revealed presence of divine holiness. We find the expression of 
analogous feelings in the case of Manoah (Jdg 13:22); the Israelites at Sinai (Exodus 20:19); the 
men of Beth-shemesh (1 Samuel 6:20); David after the death of Uzzah (2 Samuel 6:9); the lady 
of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:18); Job (Job 42:5-6); and Isaiah (Isaiah 6:5). The exclamation of St 
Peter was wrung from a heart touched with a sense of humility, and his words did not express 
his thoughts. They were the cry of agonised humility, and only emphasized his own utter 
unworthiness. They were, in reality the reverse of the deliberate and calculated request of the 
swine-feeding Gadarenes. The dead and profane soul dislikes and tries to get rid of the presence 
of the Divine. The soul awakened only to conviction of sin is terrified. The soul that has found 
God is conscious of utter unworthiness, but fear is lost in love (1 John 4:18).   
 
O Lord] It must be remembered that this was the second call of Peter and the three Apostles,—
the call to Apostleship; they had already received a call to faith. They had received their first call 
on the banks of Jordan, and had heard the witness of John, and had witnessed the miracle of 
Cana. They had only returned to their ordinary avocations until the time came for Christ’s full 
and active ministry.”  Cambridge Bible  
 
“Each of the four gospels includes the calling of Jesus’ first disciples; the Synoptic 
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) also provide lists of the Twelve, whereas John simply 
mentions them as a group (Matthew 4:18–22; 10:2–4; Mark 1:16–20; 3:16–19; Luke 5:4–
11; 6:13–16; John 1:35–51).  The first six disciples, then, were Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, 
and Bartholomew. The differences between John’s account and the Synoptics’ account are easily 
explained. John relates the first, introductory meeting of Jesus with Andrew, John, Peter, Philip, 
and Nathanael. The Synoptics describe the actual calling of these men to follow Jesus. When 
Jesus told Peter in the fishing boat to “follow Me,” and Peter immediately left his nets and 
obeyed, Peter was not following a total stranger. He had met Jesus previously and had spent 
time with Him. The same is true for Andrew, James, and John.”  Got Questions.org 
 
The question about “What is my plan for maturity?” is an excellent question.  Do I actually have 
a plan to mature?  Can I recognize any maturation points in my walk of faith?  Peter’s first 
reaction to Jesus in verse 8, importantly gave way to his more mature action of following 
Jesus.  May we all be blessed with Peter’s maturity.        
 
In our time it is easy to follow the news (usually not fun) or follow the announcements from the 
CDC and other government guidelines.  Whereas, scripture may not be as easy to follow, it is 
the place to go for reassurance, balance and the love that enables us to mature in our trust, 
faith and confidence in Jesus. 
 
Peace 
Koko 
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