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Question of the Day: What was a recent big decision  

that you had to make? 

 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is 

the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.  But 

small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a 

few find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14) 

 When you’re a crossroad moment and your have to make a life  

defining decision, how can you know what is best to do? 

 “Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you 

love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you. For 

the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for 

everything we see, and pride in our achievements and  

possessions.” (I John 2:15-16) 

 “These are not from the Father, but are from this world. And this 

world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But 

anyone who does what pleases God will live forever.” (I John 2:17) 

 The World’s Way: focus on self and conform to what others do and 

think. The Lord’s Way: focus on Jesus and be transformed by what 

God’s Word teaches. 

 The World’s Path: Segregate and Vacillate  

 
 

The Upside 
 “To get along you have to go along” Sam Rayburn 
 “craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and 

pride in our achievements and possessions.”  vs 16 
 
The Downside 
 Dead End: “this world is fading away, along with everything that  

people crave” (vs. 17) 
 Dangerous: “wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to  

destruction” (Matt. 7:13) 
 
The Lord’s Path: Integrate and Celebrate 
 “Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but let 

God transform you inwardly by a complete change of your 
mind.” (Romans 12:2) 

    
The Upside:  
 your sin forgiven (vs. 12) 
 strength to battle evil (vs. 13) 
 God’s Word lives in you (vs. 14) 
 the promise of eternal life (vs. 17) 

 
The Downside: 
 “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. The world 

would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no 
longer part of the world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it 
hates you..., naturally they will persecute you.” (John 15:18-19) 

 
The Upside: 
 “The Helper will come—the Spirit, who reveals the truth about God 

and who comes from the Father. I will send him to you from the  
Father, and he will speak about me.” (John 15:26) 

 Next Sunday…Our series, “Anchored,” based on the book 

of 1 John, continues. For next Sunday read  1 John 2:18-27: 

Anointed and Abiding 

Conflicting Loves  

1 John 2:12-17 
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