
 

Lesson #6: Week of Oct. 25  //  1 John 2:18-27: Anointed and Abiding 

Read this passage aloud. What are you hearing in these verses? What words are especially significant?  

Open It 

1. Who are the enemies of the Church today?  
2. What do you think is the best defense against cults and other false spiritual teaching?  
3. What effect do you think warning labels on cigarettes and alcohol have?  

Explore It 

4. What time did John say it is? (2:18)  
5. Who was coming and who had come at the time John wrote this? (2:18) 
6. What did John say about those who had left? (2:19) 
7. What did the readers of 1 John have? (2:20) 
8. What did the readers of 1 John know? (2:21) 
9. How is the antichrist identified? (2:22) 
10.  In what way is denying (or acknowledging) the Son related to having the Father? (2:23) 
11.  What did John encourage his readers to do? (2:24)  
12.  What did the Father promise? (2:25)  
13.  Why did the author write these things? (2:26)  
14.  What was the relationship between the anointing these believers received and their  

need to be taught? (2:27)  

Get It 

15. What makes you think that we are living in the last hour today?  
16. What antichrists are among us today?  
17. What truths do we know about Christ?  
18. What have we been taught by the anointing of the Holy Spirit?  
19. How can we remain in or have fellowship with Jesus Christ? 
20. What groups of people are trying to lead believers astray today?  
21. How can we protect ourselves against false teachers and antichrists?  
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Apply It 

22. What will you do this week to deepen your fellowship with Jesus Christ? 
23. What steps do you need to take to better prepare yourself against antichrists and their false 

doctrines?  
24. Who is someone you can encourage in their relationship with Christ this week?  

Pray  

Pray that God would give you strength to stay true to Jesus, to remain faithful in proclaiming the name 

of Jesus above all names. Pray for your witness to be heard and received by others. May Jesus give you 

deep, enduring strength to face whatever challenges and changes the world brings. 

 

Just a Note from Koko: Anointed & Abiding 1 John 2:18-27 

Anointing was a common ancient cultural practice. Shepherds often poured oil on the 
heads of their sheep, in order to protect them from insects that would burrow in their 
ears and kill them, thereby making the act of anointing a symbol of blessing, protection, 
and empowerment. The Jewish people anointed the altar w hen making sacrifices. 
Spiritually, anointing was related to the idea of strength, empowerment, or 
blessing.  Priests were anointed with oil, later followed by Samuel anointing both Saul 
and later David as kings of Israel. This anointing signified a person  as a chosen one among 
God’s people.  
 
In the New Testament, we are told God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit: "The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor"  
(Luke 4:18).  Acts 10:38 adds, "God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power."   Acts 4:26-27 calls Jesus God's Anointed . This was a term used to emphasize 
Jesus as the chosen one of God. 
 
In addition to Old Testament leaders and Jesus being anointed, the apostle Paul spoke of 
an anointing of all Christians: "And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and 
has anointed us; (2 Corinthians 1:21). At first glance, it may appear Paul only spoke of 
himself and those with him as anointed. However, he states that the Holy Spirit within 
the believer is associated with God's anointing. Every Christian is anointed or chosen by 
God as His children, set apart for Him for act s of service (Ephesians 1:1-14; 2:10; 1 Peter 
2:9);First John 2:20. 

These verses shed some light on what it means to be anointed in Christ:  

Isaiah 61:1    Hebrews 1:9           Acts 9:22      1 John 2:27 

While God does seem to bless some people with ministry gifts in more visible ways than 
others, the term "anointed" is not the best to describe this situation. Again, all believers 
are anointed by God, or are specially chosen by Him.  
 
Those gifted in leadership serve according to their gifts, just as others who may serve 
with perhaps less visible gifts such as mercy or encouragement serve according to their 
gifts (Romans 12:3-8).  This is how the body of Christ, the church, us, abide in Christ.  
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On the night before Jesus died, He and his disciples went towards Gethsemane. As they 
walked, they would have passed grape vines along the way.   Jesus most likely pointed at 
a cluster of grapes when He said John 15:5  “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who 
abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”   Jesus 
describes a distinct relationship, showing us that our strength and nourishment come 
from abiding in Him.  

ABIDE= is to live in, never depart from. Being rooted in, knitted to. 
  
If you abide Him, you root yourself, graft yourself into him and that’s the place where you see much 
fruit.   

There must be a willingness to ABIDE in the ANOINTING! 

God is all about free will.  It’s our choice to accept salvation as is our choice to accept the anointing.  His 
power and presence are’nt random - it doesn’t happen by accident. The adversary comes to badger you, 
he will beat up on you, cloud your mind, discourage you, and make you so distracted that you forget we 
have an anointing that abides!  He does everything he can to make us feel less than an anointed, 
authorized, certified, representative of the Lord.  The anointing doesn’t come on anything outside of the 
boundaries of Gods kingdom.  God has developed a plan that, not only Jesus the Messiah is anointed, 
but the anointing of Jesus by the ministry of the Holy Spirit, is transmitted to everyone who has come to 
Jesus!   We are anointed and we abide with Jesus in that truth that God loves us. 

Welcome the Holy Spirit and invite Him to come and give all of us confidence that we are the Lords and 
we do live as His anointed! Let the truth squelch every lie of the enemy.  Pray to see things as God sees 
them, not as humans do.  Humans very easily see reasons for hopelessness and failure. God sees 
possibility and promises.  Make a choice to trust God for the plan God has for your eternal life! 

This is the opening lines of a poem that was set to music many generations ago.  It is a beautiful 
concluding thought to this study. 

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide 
The darkness deepens Lord, with me abide 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee 
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 

Praise the Lord 

Koko 

 


