
 

Lesson #5: Week of Oct. 18 // 1 JOHN 2:12-17: Conflicting Loves 

Read 1 John 2:12-17 aloud. What are you hearing in these verses? What words are repeated?  

Examine  

• What are all the things listed that have been done for believers or are true of believers?  

• What do you think are the distinctions being made among the three groups specifically 

addressed in verses 12 through 14?  

• What is the clear directive given to believers in the passage?   

• According to John, what does having a love for “the world” and the things of the world 

indicate about our relationship with God?  

Chat  

• John begins each reason for writing with the word because. In what tense are the 

reasons stated? Why do you think this is important?  

• Of all the qualities true of believers listed in verses 12 through 14, which is the most 

difficult for you to believe as being true of yourself? Why?  

• What are some examples of desires of the flesh, desires of the eyes, and pride of 

possessions in your life?  

• What two things does verse 15 tell us cannot coexist in the heart of a believer? How 

does one avoid love of the world? (See Romans 12:1–3 and James 4:1–8.)  

Apply  

• How are you personally in your faith like a little child? A young man? A father?  

• What worldly desires tempt you most often? The desires of the eyes, the desires of the 

flesh, or pride of life? How have you relied on self-sufficiency in facing that temptation?  

• What does it look like to fight and avoid worldly temptations in your daily life?  

• How does this passage encourage you away from your temptation?  

Pray  

Pray that God would make the group aware of any blindness or dullness they have toward 

worldly temptation(s), so they can see, confess, and turn away from it. Ask the Lord how he 

would like you to grow in any or all of these areas listed in verses 12 through 14. 
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Just a Note from Koko Reyes: 

As I read about children, young adulthood and parenthood in these verses I was reminded of 

what the Bible says about the stages of maturity that we are encouraged to go through in our 

lifetime with Christ.   

1 Samuel 2:26   And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the LORD 

and with people. 

Deuteronomy 1:30–31 The Lord our God will lead the way. He will fight on our side, just as he 
did when we saw him do all those things to the Egyptians. And you know that the Lord has 
taken care of us the whole time we’ve been in the desert, just as you might carry one of your 
children.”  

Matthew 18:1–5 About that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is greatest in the 
Kingdom of Heaven?” Jesus called a little child to him and put the child among them. Then he 
said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your sins and become like little children, you will 
never get into the Kingdom of Heaven.  So, anyone who becomes as humble as this little child is 
the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. And anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my 
behalf is welcoming me.” (NLT) 

These verses reminded me of how the Lord carries us, even a whole nation at a time, when we 
are young and immature and how He has respect for the immature.  As a teacher, I know that 
when a student is given respect, it frees them to make the mistakes necessary for 
learning.  Isn’t God gracious to us, all the time? 

Luke 8:14-15   The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on 

their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But 

the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain 

it, and by persevering produce a crop. 

Luke 17:5   The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 

These recordings from Luke tell us two very important things about the process of 

maturing.  Whereas, I may not encourage you to ask for patience training in your prayers, I 

adamantly encourage you to pray as wisely as the Apostles did! 

1 Peter 2:2-3 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in 

your salvation, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

2 Peter 1:5-8  For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 

goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and 

to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, 

love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being 

ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Lord promised that when we seek Him we will find Him and Peter repeats that truth 

here.  When we remember the ups and downs of Peter’s faith, we can realize how true is his 

description of how maturity in faith is realized. 

 



1 Corinthians 13:10-12   but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11 When I 

was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a 

man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; 

then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully 

known. 

Hebrews 5:12-14 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to 

teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid 

food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching 

about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained 

themselves to distinguish good from evil. 

Ephesians 4:11-15  It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 

evangelists and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, 

that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 

fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 

blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in 

their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 

respect the mature body of Him who is the head, that is, Christ.  

These last three quotes beautifully describe the parental position that 1 John 2:12-17 is calling 

us to pursue.  As we seek to hold our church family in unity, especially in this time of great 

division in our country and communities, let’s pray, like the disciples did, for God to increase 

our faith.  Government, money and power cannot cure anger, division and fear.  Only a right 

relationship with Jesus can do that.  

In His Hands is Peace 

Koko 

 


