
 

Lesson #12: Week of January 10, 2021 

1 John 5:1-12: Testimony and Promise: A God Shaped Vision 

Read this passage aloud. What are you hearing in these verses? What words are repeated?  

Open It 

1. What makes a person’s testimony seem credible or incredible?  
2. How do you demonstrate love for your parents?  
3. What do you find burdensome or a drag to do?  

Explore It 

4. Who is born of God? (5:1)  
5. What can be said about the person who loves the Father? (5:1)  
6. How can a person know if he or she loves God’s people? (5:2)  
7. What is love for God? (5:2)  
8. What unique quality do God’s commands have? Why is this true? (5:3-4)  
9. Who overcomes the world? (5:4-5)  
10.  How can we overcome the world? (5:4-5)  
11.  How did Jesus Christ come? (5:6)  
12.  Why does the Spirit testify? (5:6)  
13.  What three things are in agreement? (5:7-8)  
14.  Why is God’s testimony greater than man’s testimony? (5:9)  
15.  Who has made God out to be a liar? (5:10)  
16.  What testimony has God given concerning His Son? (5:10-11)  
17.  What do we have if we have Christ in us? (5:12)  

Get It 

18.  What does it mean to be born of God?  
19.  How can we know that we are born of God?  
20.  How do you know that you are a child of God?  
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21.  What are the commands of God with which you struggle with obeying?  
22.  In what way should we love the children of God?  
23.  When have you thought that God’s commands were burdensome?  
24.  What does it mean to overcome the world?  
25.  How have you overcome the world?  
26.  What is your relationship to the Son?  
27.  How can a person receive eternal life?  

Apply It 

28.  How sure am I that I belong to Jesus? (Read Romans 10:9)  
29.  How does knowing that the gospel is God’s testimony encourage my faith and give 

me confidence?  
30.  A GOD SHAPED VISION! Who in my sphere of influence is not experiencing eternal 

life? How can I pray for them and share my testimony of God’s love in Jesus Christ? 
What can Community of Hope do in 2021 to help others experience the HOPE that 
is found in Jesus? 

Pray  

We have just completed “3 days of prayer” this past week at Community of Hope. Look over the 

prayer list for these past three days and pray for one another and each other’s needs and 

burdens. Pray for vision and for your calling to serve God and others in 2021. 

 

A note from Koko: 

1 John 5:1-12 Notes:  Overcoming 

Dwelling in the reality of the depth, breadth and strength of God’s love is so comforting and 

reassuring that it makes it easier in our lives, here in these times, to love others.  Not just the 

loveable folks that surround us but, also the stressed out, fearful, cranky people that are all too 

abundant in these times, too.  1Jn5:3-5 is the Great Physician’s prescription for us as we 

overcome the fear and anxiety of these unsettled times. 

We know that the letter titled 1John was written in response to confusion and stress in the 

early churches of Asia Minor, where his letter was circulated.  Like our 21st century times, in 

that time John was reassuring and reminding believers that the resurrected Jesus is our 

salvation; He is where peaceful reassurance is found.  In John’s parting comment he reminds us 

as, “Dear children” to stay away from idols.  That is, to say that, looking to government for 

confidence or looking to the medical community for peace or believing that given enough 

money we will find happiness, allows these things get between us and our God.  In 1Jn4:16 John 

tells us that we can rely on the love God has for us and again in 5:20 we are encouraged that 

Jesus is true and eternal.   



One of the ways that I hear folks blocking the comfort that is available in these verses is when 
they tell me that the times we are in are uniquely different than those of John’s time.  I am 
impressed as I read the history of the early church, how similar are our struggles, how 
historically tracked and how pertinent is the message of 1 John.  The folks at Zondervan 
Hermaneutics studies write this about how we in the earliest days of the church, His message of 
love was carried forward: “The earliest ascription of authorship to John comes from Polycarp, 
bishop of Smyrna (d. AD 156), and from Papias, a contemporary of Polycarp, whose writings 
survive only as quotations in the later writings of Irenaeus and Eusebius. 

Both Polycarp and Papias lived in the greater vicinity of Ephesus in western Asia Minor, the 
location to which the apostle John is said to have fled at about the time when the Romans 
destroyed the temple in Jerusalem (AD 70), taking Mary the mother of Jesus with him. There he 
presumably lived for the rest of his long life, on into the reign of Trajan, the Roman emperor 
who ruled the empire from AD 98 to 117. 

Irenaeus (AD 175–195), bishop of Lyon, was born in Asia Minor and as a child personally knew 
Polycarp, who is said to have been appointed bishop of Smyrna by eyewitnesses of the Lord 
Jesus. Irenaeus says that John, the disciple of the Lord who was with Jesus in the upper 
room, wrote the gospel of John while living in Ephesus (Haer. 3.1.2). 

Even though such sources are subject to the same historical scrutiny as other ancient 
documents, this is a remarkable chain of historical witnesses—from Irenaeus, to Polycarp, to 
John himself—enjoyed by no other New Testament book.” 

The Apostle John not only lived the longest of the Apostles but he supported and cared for 
Jesus mother, Mary and the growing church of Christ.  John grew from being one of the sons of 
Thunder during Jesus ministry on earth, to the loving shepherd of the body of Christ.  In this 
letter John gives us insights to how he so fully remained in and came to understand the love of 
God that he was able to be loving and faithful for all, of his 90+ years.  I hope you can use this 
model in 1 John 5:3-6 to strengthen your relationship with Jesus.  I know it is a daily comfort 
and encouragement to me. 

Koko 
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