
Community of Hope Church                       www.commhope.org                             503.682.8855              Community of Hope Church                       www.commhope.org                           503.682.8855                

Great Men and Women of the Bible: Abigail  
(I Samuel 25) 

July 5, 2020 / Pastor Doug Adams 

There was a wealthy man from Maon who 
owned property... This man’s name was 
Nabal, and his wife, Abigail, was a sensible 
and beautiful woman. But Nabal, a  

descendant of Caleb, was crude and mean in all his dealings.  I Sam 25:2-3 

1) David’s Request I Sam 25:4-8 

When David heard that Nabal was shearing his sheep, he sent ten of his young 
men to Carmel with this message for Nabal: .......Please share any provisions 
you might have on hand with us and with your friend David.     

2) Nabal’s Reply I Sam 25:10-11 

Who is this fellow David?  Nabal sneered to the young men. “Who does this 
son of Jesse think he is? .....Should I take my bread and my water and my meat 
that I’ve slaughtered for my shearers and give it to a band of outlaws who 
come from who knows where? 

3) David’s Reaction I Sam 25:12-13 

So David’s young men returned and told him what Nabal had said.  “Get your 
swords!” was David’s reply as he strapped on his own. Then 400 men started 
off with David, and 200 remained behind to guard their equipment. 

4) Abigail’s Remedy  

Abigail wasted no time. She quickly gathered 200 loaves of bread, two  
wineskins full of wine, five sheep that had been slaughtered, nearly a bushel 
of roasted grain, 100 clusters of raisins, and 200 fig cakes.  I Sam 25:18 

When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her donkey and bowed low before 
him.  She fell at his feet and said, “I accept all blame in this matter, my lord. 
Please listen to what I have to say....Please forgive me if I have offended you in 
any way. The Lord will surely reward you with a lasting dynasty, for you are 
fighting the Lord’s battles.  I Sam 25:23-28 

When the Lord has done all he promised and has made you leader of Israel, 
don’t let this be a blemish on your record. Then your conscience won’t have to 
bear the staggering burden of needless bloodshed and vengeance. And when 
the Lord has done these great things for you, please remember me, your  
servant!  I Sam 25:30-31 

5) David’s Response I Sam 25:32-35 

David replied to Abigail, “Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, who has sent you  
to meet me today!  Thank God for your good sense! Bless you for keeping me 
from murder and from carrying out vengeance with my own hands....Then  
David accepted her present and told her, “Return home in peace. I have heard 
what you said. We will not kill your husband. 

Lesson From Nabal: When you allow pride to control your heart, foolish words 
and actions result. 

The lips of fools bring them strife, and their mouths invite a beating. The 
mouths of fools are their undoing.   Prov 18:6-7 

Is there someone you have ignored or insulted who needs your kindness? 

Lesson From David: When you allow rage to control you heart, revenge and 
pain result. 

When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Praise the Lord, who has 
avenged the insult I received from Nabal and has kept me from doing it myself. 
Nabal has received the punishment for his sin.   I Sam 25:39 

Is there someone who has hurt and enraged you to the point of seeking  
revenge? If so, like David, can stop and listen to the voice of wisdom and  
put it the Lord’s hands? 

Lesson From Abigail: When you allow God’s grace to control your heart,  
wisdom and peace result.  

Blessed are the peacemakers for they are the children of God.  Matt 5:9 

And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest  
of righteousness.  James 3:18 

Who (or into what situation) is the Lord calling you to speak His wisdom and be 
His peacemaker? 

For he (Jesus)  is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has  
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, .....His purpose was to  
create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace,  and in 
one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross.  Eph 2:14-16 

 

When you have PEACE WITH GOD through faith in Jesus, then you will have the 
wisdom and courage to bring the PEACE OF GOD to those who need it. 


