
Introduction 

The following questions, prayers and comments are intended to 

assist you through a Bible study time this summer, especially if we 

are still practicing social distancing because of COIVD-19.   Pastor 

John Foss will continue to provide his sermon notes for each of his 

Sunday morning sermons.  Watch on Facebook Live or 

commhope.freeonlinechurch.com/live at 9 am on Sundays.  This 

study and Pastor John’s sermons will cover 15 men & women of the 

Bible.  Weekly studies like these will be available each week.  If you 

have any questions, please e-mail koko@commhope.org.  

 

Week 6: Abigail – First and Last 

Bible Reference:  Read 1 Samuel 25 

Prayer of preparation:  Jesus please, help me quiet my spirit and open my ears to the message 

you have for me.  Thank you for sustaining me, being with me and lovingly forgiving me.  Amen. 

Comments and references: 

In the following verse, Jesus is leaving Jericho and heading toward Jerusalem and what we now 

celebrate as Palm Sunday.  Jesus friends have heard Him tell them about His death and 

resurrection.  They all become competitive about which will be first and last.   

25” Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever 
wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must 
be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:25-28 New International Version (NIV) 

 

As I read about Abigail, I noticed that she had the wisdom and skills to lead from a secondary 

position.  Jesus in these verses from Matthew points out to all of us that in His kingdom 

leadership looks like what Abigail demonstrates in 1 Samuel 25.   

There are several important characters in Abigail’s story: 

David – Samuel – Jonathon:  Both Samuel and Jonathon have been advisors to David.  They 

both looked out for him but are no longer available to the anointed but not yet crowned new 

King of Israel 1Sam25:1 and 20:42.  David has huge responsibilities to his 600 men but he has no 

throne, no place to worship, no home and no political connections.   He is a little stressed 

out.  As I explored more of this story, I was reminded about the Proverbs 31:10 verse, “A wife of 

noble character who can find:  She is worth far more than rubies.” 

Nabal – Carmel culture:  Abigail, like most women in her culture is in a marriage she did not 

choose but she is making the best of her situation. “There was a certain man in Maon who carried 
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on his business in the region of Carmel. He was very prosperous—three thousand sheep and a thousand 

goats, and it was sheep-shearing time in Carmel. The man’s name was Nabal (Fool), a Calebite, and his 

wife’s name was Abigail. The woman was intelligent and good-looking, the man brutish and 

mean.”1Sam25-2-5 The Message.  These verses imply that Abigail, by virtue of her marriage to 

Nabal, ran his considerable empire for him and was a political ally to Nabal in a culture, like 

ours, that had absolute respect for people with money.  Nabal would have known about all of 

the political intrigue surrounding David and Saul.  Like Rahab, see Josh2, Abigail was aware of 

what is going on around her and was an active leader in her sphere of influence, see; 25:17.   

Servants - When disaster is imminent the servants turn to Abigail for help not Nabal, in a culture where 

the male is always seen as the leader, this is very unusual.   

In verse 18 of chapter 25 of 1Samuel, I was impressed with the amount of time Abigail did not 

spend pondering what to do with the possibility of her family being massacred!  Be sure to read 

the oath that David makes before he and his men set out to attack Nabal, verses 12-13.   There 

is no evidence of panic, self-pity, blaming or fear in the way that scripture describes her 

leadership; see verse 18.   

We know that she has been described as intelligent, but obviously she is also wise, decisive, 

courageous and a humble person.  Abigail describes herself as a servant girl in verse 27, she 

offers to take the blame for Nabal’s churlish treatment of David’s men and in verse 24, she 

offers herself as a scapegoat.  She reminds me of the way Jesus took all the blame for our sins, 

voluntarily.  I love volunteers! 

In her wisdom, Abigail appeals to David’s own inclinations to do everything to honor God, see 

the story of Goliath and David’s resistance to killing Saul.  In Matthew 10:16 Jesus was sending 

His 12 friends out and He told them how He wanted them to behave “…shrewd as snakes and 

as innocent as doves.”  Abigail’s behavior, as she talks to David is an illustration of what Jesus 

was telling His friends. Check out these verses about leadership the way God looks at it and the 

power of humility: 

2Tim 2:1, 3-5, 15-16                                   Titus 1:7-9                                       1 Peter 2:17-18 

I found an interesting side note to Abigail’s wisdom in confronting David, regarding Rabbinic 

traditions.  In verse 29, Abigail is reassuring David of the future that God will give him and the 

wisdom in curbing his anger. The phrase she used is, “Even though someone is pursuing you to 

take your life, the life of my master will be bound securely in the bundle of the living by he Lord 

your God.”  David was pursued by Saul, but in this moment the lives of Abigail, Nabal and their 

family are being threatened by David!  She speaks both prophetically and experientially!  It is a 

tradition, at Jewish funerals, to use this phrase when offering comfort to those grieving a loss, 

to this day.  Wisdom and God’s grace are timeless. 

Later in the chapter David marries Abigail and she brought, of course, all her love of God and 

wisdom with her and political connections, wealth and a stability to David’s precarious life, 

too.  Unlike Nabal when Abigail’s life was in danger when she and David’s family members are 



kidnapped by Amalekites, David did everything in his power to rescue all of his family, see 

1Sam30:1-20, a behavior I am sure Abigail knew Nabal would not have done.   

The display of grace that Abigail gave to David under great duress, changed her life and the lives 

of more people than Abigail could have understood.  Like the gracious acceptance that God 

gives, to a murderer like Moses, an impatient mother like Sarai, an incompetent Community 

Group leader using Zoom, a youthful son not understanding how his life choices now, affect 

others and his future; let us commit to practice grace, too.  Maybe we can even do it under 

duress, like Abigail?! 

Prayer:  Jesus I know stressful moments will come to me again.  Please, give me wisdom and 

humility like you gave to Abigail.  Let my ways and praise be always to glorify you.  Amen. 

 

 


