
Introduction 

The following questions, prayers and comments are intended to 

assist you through a Bible study time this summer, especially if we 

are still practicing social distancing because of COIVD-19.   Pastor 

John Foss will continue to provide his sermon notes for each of his 

Sunday morning sermons.  Watch on Facebook Live or 

commhope.freeonlinechurch.com/live at 9 am on Sundays.  This 

study and Pastor John’s sermons will cover 15 men & women of the 

Bible.  Weekly studies like these will be available each week.  If you 

have any questions, please e-mail koko@commhope.org.  

 

Week 3: Rahab 

Prayer of preparation: (Record your own prayer if you prefer):  Lord guard me from my beliefs in who is 
good and who is disgraceful.  Create in me a clean heart and renew a right spirit within me.  Open my 
eyes and ears as I seek your presence.  Amen. 

Rahab: Disgrace & Grace 

Bible references: Read Jesus genealogy to find Rahab. Matt. chapter 1:4-6 and Numbers chptr. 
13: The Spies Report.  From our perspective, these many centuries later, we understand the 
error of giving in to fear that the Israelites made based on 10 of the 12 spies.  1John4:18 
describes how to be rid of fear. 

Questions & references: Before researching for this study, I wondered; why would Rahab 
willingly harbor spies?  How did Rahab come to believe in God? 

Rahab clearly was a prostitute, and a Gentile, living in Jericho (Josh. 2:1), which tells us 
she operated at the edge of that society.  Despite her occupation, she seems to be a 
woman of kindness. She provides financially for her parents and siblings and she is quite 
willing to hide the Israelite spies who have come to search out a way to attack and 
defeat Jericho. She has a compassionate heart, risks her life and family and hides the 
spies on her roof, indicating no small amount of bravery. 

Rahab wants a way out of the life she is living. She believes that the people of God will 
take her city because, all of Jericho fears Joshua and the God of the Israelites.  She has 
heard the stories of how the Israelites came out of Egypt and how the Red Sea dried up 
to allow them passage across, see Josh. 2:18.  I wonder how much of the story of their 
desert wandering she knows.   

Rahab lives in a society where worship involved orgies and the burial of living babies, it 
was a place without regard to human life.  She has heard of the defeat, at the hands of 
the Israelites, of her powerful neighbors across the Jordan River, King Sihon and King Og. 
She realizes that Jericho is the gate to Canaan and she wants to survive the attack she 
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knows is coming. She, like Tamar, has cords that signify belonging. “Hang this scarlet 
cord in this window where you let us down, and we will spare you and all in your 
house,” the spies instruct her, in Joshua 2:21. 

It happened as planned. Rahab and her family were saved during the complete defeat of 
Jericho by God through Joshua’s army, 6:24-25.  Later, Rahab marries Salmon, a Jew 
whom tradition says was one of the spies she hid on her roof. They become the great – 
great Grandparents of King David; see Mt.1:5-6.   

Because Rahab believed the stories she heard about the God that delivered Israel from 
Egypt and because she could observe the way God gave success to Israel against King’s 
Sihon and Og, her life is moved from the edge of Jericho society into the centrality of the 
Jewish line of its greatest King, David, and our Savior, Jesus, the Christ.  Like others, God 
counted her faith as reason to include her in His plan of salvation, not marginalize her.  
We have a God of wisdom and mercy! 

As we have seen with Moses, Abraham, Sarah and Noah, God promised, blessed and 
flourished his people, Israel.  What Rahab shows us is God calling, blessing and using 
non-Israelite people to solidify His preparations for His Son to save all of us. 

Last week we read the book of Job.  On this Father’s Day, I am reminded of how deeply 
concerned Job was about the relationship between his children and God, see Job 1:5.  In 
our study about Rahab, I am impressed with the lengths to which she went in order to 
assure her family’s safety, see Josh 2:12.  In Mark 9:14-26 we see the story of a man, 
who wisely recognized the limits of his faith.  Jesus heals the man’s son anyway.  Rahab 
recognized an opportunity to move closer to the God she had heard so much about, and 
God blessed her whole family into the tribe of his covenant children, see Heb 11:31.  
Rahab had lived a life of disgrace but she recognized grace when it was offered to her.  If 
we, as fathers and mothers, recognize the essential value of our relationship with God; 
is that not the greatest gift we can offer to our children by the example of our behavior?  
Often it is hardship and fear that mark our days like they are during this Covid 19 
Pandemic.  Heb. 12:7-11 and the faith of the folks we have studied this summer show us 
how peace and a sustaining relationship with God are the way through any difficult 
time. 

Prayer:  Jesus, please strengthen our faith.  Enable us to share the faith we have in you 
with our family’s and sphere of influence.  Like Rahab, help us to move from the fringe 
of life into the center of faith in you.   Amen. 

 


