
Introduction 

The following questions, prayers and comments are intended to assist you 

through a Bible study time this summer.   Watch on Facebook Live or 

commhope.freeonlinechurch.com/live at 9 am on Sundays.  This study and 

Pastor John’s sermons will cover 15 men & women of the Bible.  Weekly 

studies like these will be available each week.  If you have any questions, 

please e-mail koko@commhope.org.  

 

Week 11: Matthew 

Prayer of Preparation:  Thank You, God, for calling me.  Help me to be immediately obedient like 

Matthew.  Help me to trust You with my future.  Teach me something new today.   Help me to follow 

Matthew’s example.  Amen. 

Comments and references:  Read: Matthew, John 17:6-9, Luke 24:32-35, Acts 9:1-28 

We are living in the middle of an enormous time of change.  Our world Pandemic has changed quickly, 

and we live our lives with uncertainty.  Change can be both good and destructive.  It can be enjoyable 

and terrifying.  Even as I write this, my computer has shut down suddenly and it will not give me back 

the document I was editing.  Forced change does not feel good!   

In researching about Matthew, I noticed that, like Joseph the father of Jesus, not much is recorded 

about the writer, even though he was the recorder of our first New Testament book.  In Matthew 9:9, 

like Joseph, (see Matthew 1:24, 2:14, 2:23) we see that Matthew got up and went immediately at Jesus 

directive. In Joseph’s encounters with God his response was immediate, perhaps because of his 

dedication to scripture and drive to be the best father a human can be to God.  Matthew cites numerous 

Old Testament writings that were fulfilled by Jesus life; perhaps like Joseph, Matthew was a student of 

scripture because of his Levitical connection.   

I wonder what would make a person do that; get up and go, leaving everything normal behind and fully 

embracing an unknown future.  Do I have any relationships for which I would be willing to abandon my 

life patterns?  Had Matthew been looking for a way out of the stressful job he had?  Did Matthew know 

about Jesus reputation, like Andrew (see John 1:35-42) did when he went to his brother Peter and 

invited him to join Andrew in following this Jesus person?  Did Matthew’s spirit recognize God when he 

saw Him?  Would I? 

In your life what has been your experience with starting your relationship with God?  Some of us meet 

Jesus like we have met our spouse and we have a certain point that we call the beginning of the 

relationship.  Some of us meet Jesus like we meet our parents, they have always been a part of our 

life.  But each of us is called to be able to give an explanation, for the hope that is in us (see 1 Peter 

3:15), or the relationship we have with God.   

If you are studying alone, maybe write out your story of the start of your life in Christ, if you are sharing 

your study with others, ask about how they came to know God.  I am sure you will not be bored! 
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In the book of Matthew, he shares what he saw about Jesus in the light of 5 ways of understanding what 

it is like to live in light of the Kingdom of Heaven, see Mt. 5-7, 10, 13, 18 and 24-25.  I think of the 

Kingdom of Heaven like being in the presence of God, all the time.  Matthew’s book is called synoptic.  I 

had to look it up when I realized I have used and read synoptic, often but I couldn’t come up with a 

specific definition.  Syn means, “together with” and “optic”, means seeing; all of which helped me 

understand that it is a non-biblical word describing how the writers (Matthew, Mark & Luke) saw the 

same thing and wrote about it in a similar way.   

I came across an interesting theory put forward by those dedicated to exploring the sources of 

scripture.  It is postulated that there was a collection of written records of Jesus teachings and actions 

that Matthew and Luke used as they put their memories and experiences together in one document 

each.  This hypothesis is called Quelle or Q.  We know all scripture is inspired by God; I find it interesting 

to imagine how that plays out or what it looks like in our human reality.   

Scripture does not say what happened to Matthew after Jesus ascension.  Tradition holds that he stayed 

in Jerusalem with the early church for many years and that he was martyred in Ethiopia.  In most of the 

book Matthew it is repeatedly pointed out that Jesus is the Messiah, the great Redeemer.    

In John 17:6-9 Jesus prays for His followers, i.e., Matthew and us, and He says we know with certainty 

that He has come to us from God; we believe that.  Jesus says in John 20:29 that we are blessed because 

we believe and yet have not seen the earthly Jesus.  I have to ask myself, as a follower of Jesus, prayed 

for by Jesus and blessed by believing, will I get up and go when I see (like Matthew), hear (like Peter) or 

dream (like Joseph) that  the Lord is calling me to follow Him; will you.   

This is an encouraging comment that came to me from Becky Keife, Manager of (in)courage,  “When we 

let God’s Word speak into our lives we will be affirmed in our identity and equipped to speak truth, hope 

and encouragement to others.  Can you even think of a time more than now that people need ruth, hope, 

and encouragement?  I’ve known Jesus as my Savior for more than thirty years, yet I’m desperate to 

grasp the fulness of His love today.   I am thirsty, friends.  Parched and weary.  You too?  The Living 

Water of our Living God is the only thing that can truly satisfy and refresh us.  Soak in His truth today, 

friends.  Open your bible.  Let your Loving Father speak over you.  Then ask Him to empower you to speak 

love to others.” 

                

Prayer: Jesus, thank you for your Word, for how you inspired it and preserved it for me all this time.  Fill 

me with words of encouragement so that I and ones I encourage can live in Your Kingdom, fully aware of 

your sweet presence. 

Amen. 

 


